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[bookmark: _GoBack]With a combined 80 years of practice, our panel shares their experiential journey as LGBTQ lawyers over the past three decades.  From our beginnings in law through current day, we discuss common challenges and obstacles and how we navigated them to get where we are today. With the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on June 15, 2020 in Bostock v. Clayton County, Georgia, we share our hope for our future.

LGBTQ lawyers in America

· Percentage of lawyers – visibility
· Cultural comparison over time
· “Out” at work
· “Out” to clients
· Business development
· In-house opportunities

i. Paving the Way

· The chameleon
· Need to know basis
· Creating and maintaining options

ii. Preserving our Dignity – Lost Opportunities

· Accepting what we could not change 
· Fighting for work in “non-threatening” areas
· Learning to create our value

iii. Multiple minority status

· Intersectionality at work – being “the unicorn”
· Coping with disproportionate work responsibilities outside of practicing the law (i.e., diversity and inclusion efforts, recruiting activities, etc.)
· Finding our safe space
· Navigating racism and sexism in the LGBTQ community

iv. A little bit of help along the way

· Finding our allies
· Being the token
· Living within and outside stereotypes

v. Our hope for the future of LGBTQ lawyers in America

· Resilience Post-Bostock
· Being true to ourselves in our practices
· Moving our country forward by using our experience to give marginalized hope that tomorrow will be better, that we can achieve societal change in our lifetime




