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This panel, “IP and the Public Interest,” focuses on the intersection of public health, particularly
stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic, with intellectual property protection. On the patent
side, the U.S. government recently decided to advocate for a waiver of patent protections for
COVID-19 vaccines. The article, “What next for a COVID-19 intellectual property waiver?”
explains these issues. Specifically, the article discusses the potential public health benefits of
waiving patent protections so that vaccines could be produced by different manufacturers all
over the world and distributed wherever they are needed, while considering the need for the
companies that have made substantial investments in research and development in connection
with vaccines to be able to recoup those investments. The article also discusses additional
complications that would be associated with patent waivers, such as the need for technology
transfers from the original manufacturers to new manufacturers, which would involve additional
sharing of intellectual property. Our second article, “USPTO Announces Its
COVID-19 Prioritized Examination Program,” discusses the programs the USPTO’s Trademark
Office has put in place to allow for expedited examination of trademark applications for medical
products and services related to the COVID-10 pandemic. These are measures that actually
make it easier to protect intellectual property on the trademark side relating to COVID-19
prevention and treatments. As the panel will explore the contracts between how the patent and
trademark sides of IP are being treated by government entities in connection with COVID-19
related developments, both of these articles are highly relevant to the subject at hand.


