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State education department agrees not to enforce “unconstitutional” law …

Federal Judge Strikes Down Anti-G
Carolina Sex Education Statute
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A federal judge in Charleston, South Carolin
State’s Department of Education (SCDE) f
education statute that unconstitutionally
homosexuals and other protected classes
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U.S. district court judge David Norton issued a consent 
that SCDE was “permanently enjoined from enforcing, a
statute in question – § 59-32-30 (A)(5).

This news outlet addressed this issue in extensive detail
that the statute – which bans “discussion of alternative 
relationships” – was unconstitutional and “will be struc
order.”

We were correct …

In addition to the permanent injunction he imposed aga
ordered S.C. superintendent of education Molly Spearm
members of the S.C. Board of Education (SCBE) and loca
state providing them with a copy of the decree and infor
education curricula should be “designed and implement
offending statute.

This notice was also ordered to be posted on the SCDE w
version of (the statute) remains in the South Carolina co

Some context: In the late 1980s – as America was grippe
immunode�ciency syndrome (AIDS) – governments in s
amended sex education curricula in response to the epid

These laws are collectively referred to as “no homo prom
language contained within them barring government-ru
homosexuality as part of sex education instruction (unle
to sexually transmitted diseases).

Equality supporters were ebullient at the order from Nor

“With the courts ruling, it truly is a great day in South C
managing partner at Womble Bond Dickinson. “After 3
gag rule on South Carolina teachers has been removed. T
forward for LGBTQ equality in our state, and it removes 
past. I am especially proud today to be a South Carolinia

x

4 Posts
Remaining

Subscribe today for full access

Current subscriber? Login here

https://pawleysfrontporch.com/
mailto:?subject=Federal%20Judge%20Strikes%20Down%20Anti-Gay%20South%20Carolina%20Sex%20Education%20Statute&BODY=I%20found%20this%20article%20interesting%20and%20thought%20of%20sharing%20it%20with%20you.%20Check%20it%20out:%20https://www.fitsnews.com/2020/03/11/federal-judge-strikes-down-anti-gay-south-carolina-sex-education-statute/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_C._Norton
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c032.php
https://www.fitsnews.com/2020/03/01/south-carolina-sex-education-battle-lawsuit-opens-new-front-in-culture-war/
https://twitter.com/Molly_Spearman
https://ed.sc.gov/state-board/state-board-of-education/
https://www.womblebonddickinson.com/us
https://www.fitsnews.com/fitsnews-subscription-options/
https://www.fitsnews.com/fitsnews-account-login/


4/20/2021 Federal Judge Strikes Down Anti-Gay South Carolina Sex Education Statute - FITSNews

https://www.fitsnews.com/2020/03/11/federal-judge-strikes-down-anti-gay-south-carolina-sex-education-statute/ 4/9

(SPONSORED CONTENT)

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

As we noted in our previous coverage, Hall – who has re
governors in high-pro�le cases – is one of the best-know
Republicans to have publicly identi�ed as a gay man.

Hall �led this suit on behalf of a coalition of equality gro
Shortly after the suit was �led, Spearman requested an o
attorney general Alan Wilson. The opinion (.pdf) from W
and signed by S.C. solicitor general Bob Cook. It conclu
court would likely conclude that this provision is uncons
Equal Protection.”

However, Cook’s opinion introduced what we believe is a
discussion – namely, that liberty is a two-way street.

“We also note that the religious liberties of parents, stud
administrators who object to a discussion of homosexua
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protected,” Cook wrote, adding “there are potentially fre
which must be protected as well.”

We concur.

No matter what form sex education curriculum takes, pa
to exempt their students from participating in such cour
the option for teachers and administrators to exempt th

Meanwhile, in a separate equality battle, a bill �led last 
Ashley Trantham of Pelzer, S.C. seeks to protect the rig
athletes from unfair competition. In 2016, the S.C. High
policy (without public input) allowing biological males t

(Click to view)
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(Via: S.C. House of Representatives)

According to Trantham (above), this policy is “harmful,”
opportunities and shatter dreams” for girls and women a
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revoke it – H. 5363 – has already drawn 37 co-sponsors i
Representatives.

Our view?

“We respect the right of men to identify as females,” we 
we simply cannot support their infringement on the righ
the �eld of competition. That is a bridge too far, in our e

That is consistent with where we have been on the issue

“Whatever your view on human sexuality, fundamental f
this particular instance,” we noted in our original treatm
October of 2018.
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Submit your own letter to the editor (or guest column) v
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