 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND THE LAW

Summer 2012
Professor Leonore F. Carpenter

Office Phone: (215) 204-4977
lee.carpenter@temple.edu
Room 705
SYLLABUS & INFORMATION

Class Meetings:
Monday 8:00 - 9:50 PM, Wednesday 6:00 – 7:50 PM, Room K6A
Office Hours:  
By appointment
Required Texts:
Materials will be posted to Blackboard each Wednesday for the next week’s classes.
I.
Introduction
This course will explore the intersections between American law and issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. We will begin by exploring what is meant by the terms “sexual orientation” and “gender identity,” discuss who drives the discourse of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) rights, and how LGBT identity relates to other legally-protected statuses.  The remainder of the course will survey a range of substantive areas of law in which issues of sexual orientation and gender identity arise.  This class will ask you to think critically about three things: 1) the concepts of “sexual orientation” and “gender identity” and how those concepts are constructed and used in American society; 2) the legal and social theory undergirding the most well-known cases dealing with sexual orientation and gender identity; and 3) the legal needs of LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) communities as a client base.  

II.
Accommodation:

Persons with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and academic adjustments.  Any law student who requires accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the Law School Office of Student Affairs (215-204-8574) located in Barrack Hall.   Accommodations for disability and extensions for illness must be requested before the paper is due.  It is best if we are aware of these issues as soon as possible.  If you need to request an extension, you should contact me by phone and email as soon as you are aware of the possible need for an extension.  If you need accommodation, begin the process by contacting the Law School Office of Student Affairs.  Because privacy is often important in situations like this, any necessary documentation can be submitted to the Associate Dean, who can maintain your privacy and inform me only of the appropriate accommodation.
III.
E-mail and Blackboard:
Important class information and any changes to the syllabus will be posted on the course Blackboard site.  I will post this syllabus, all assignments, handouts, and announcements on our course Blackboard site.  Blackboard and e-mail are efficient ways to ask questions of me, communicate with other students, download course materials, and obtain important information like class cancellations or changes to assignments.

In law practice, you will be held responsible for regularly checking your mail, telephone and e-mail for communications from opposing counsel, colleagues, clients and the court.  Therefore, you will be responsible for checking e-mail and Blackboard daily.  

IV.        Papers
80% of your grade in this class is based on your written work.  The written work will be comprised of four papers.  Two of them are short reflection pieces (2-3 pages max) on the reading.  Two are longer papers, each of a length of 4-6 pages.  One of the longer papers will be an essay in which you take a position on the readings and defend it.  The second longer paper will be a memorandum regarding a simulated client situation. 
A.  Subject Matter of Papers 

1. Short reflection papers:  The subject matter of the first two short papers is entirely up to you, but each should relate to something we discussed in class, or something we are about to discuss.  You may choose to write only about the readings assigned, you may do additional reading, or you may choose to relate the readings to something that you read, saw, or personally experienced.  These papers are not meant to be very in-depth, but rather are meant to deepen your understanding of the readings and cause you to reflect.  When evaluating these papers, I look for engagement with the course material and an approach that is thoughtful and not simply a “book report.”  Better papers will incorporate both your own ideas and the readings from class.
2. Long essay:  Again, the subject matter should be related to something covered in class.  This paper should take a position on an issue, and defend that position through the use of the readings.  I would be happy to discuss your choice of topic prior to your writing this paper.  When evaluating these papers, I look for a strong thesis, mastery of the readings, and good support for your position that is derived from the readings assigned or additional readings on the topic.
3. Client memorandum:  The purpose of this paper is to give you an opportunity to think like a practicing lawyer, and imagine how you might help a real LGBT client.  I will give you an option of a few client simulations, and you may pick whichever one best fits your interests.  For this paper, I will look for an understanding of the attorney’s role, a mastery of the substantive area of law, and a demonstration of the ability to strategize and think creatively to serve a client.
B. Due Dates of Papers 

Due dates are listed in the “Reading Schedule and Due Dates for Papers” section at the end of this syllabus.


C.   Formatting Requirements for Papers
· Papers must be in Times New Roman 12 pt. or equivalent size font

· Papers must have at least 1 inch margins all around

· Papers must be double-spaced

· Papers must contain page numbers

· Papers should be neat and free of typographical errors

· The first three papers should be footnoted, while the last (because it simulates a practice document) should have in-text citations.  Do your best in all cases to keep your citations compliant with ALWD or Bluebook.
Please submit your papers via e-mail.  If you choose to submit via e-mail, please name the document using your last name, plus the number of the paper, as in carpenter1.doc.

V.     Class Participation

20% of your grade in this class will be based upon your class participation.  This seminar will only be a rewarding experience if everyone is prepared and participates.  Please come to class prepared to discuss the assigned material.  Also think about this class in your daily life, and come to class prepared to discuss things that you have seen, heard or experienced that in some way related to the class.  Because the class is small in size, your prompt and regular attendance is also required.  I will keep a record of your participation in each class, noting both the quantity and quality of your participation in class discussions.  Based on this, I will assign a grade at the end of the semester.  

READING SCHEDULE AND DUE DATES FOR PAPERS
Week 1
CLASS 1 (5/21/2012):  What is “Sexual Orientation”?  What is “Gender Identity”?  

CLASS 2 (5/23/2012):  What is the “LGBT Rights Movement”?  Who is Included?  Who is Marginalized?
Week 2
CLASS 3 (5/29/2012 –THIS IS A TUESDAY, DUE TO MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY):  Using Constructions of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity to Achieve Equality 

CLASS 4 (5/30/2012):  Enforcing Sexuality and Gender Norms – What is the Role of the State? 

SHORT PAPER 1 DUE BY 11:59 PM
Week 3
CLASS 5 (6/4/2012):  Regulating Relationships:  Same-sex Marriage, Civil Unions, and Domestic Partnership
CLASS 6 (6/6/2012):  Regulating Relationships:  Backlash to the Marriage Agenda
SHORT PAPER 2 DUE BY 11:59 PM
Week 4
CLASS 7 (6/11/2012):  Parenting:  Forming Families 
CLASS 8 (6/13/2012):   Parenting:  When LGBT Families Fall Apart 

Week 5
CLASS 9 (6/18/2012):  No New Reading – Syllabus Catch-Up Day
CLASS 10 (6/20/2012):  Employment and Other Nondiscrimination Law
LONG PAPER DUE BY 11:59 PM
Week 6
CLASS 11 (6/25/2012):  Transgender People and Identity Documentation
CLASS 12 (6/27/2012):  The Criminal Justice System and LGBT People
Week 7
CLASS 13 (7/2/2012):  LGBT Youth
CLASS 14 (7/3/2012): Guest speakers – careers in LGBT Law
CLIENT MEMO DUE BY 11:59 PM
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