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of this State, whether derived from statutes, administrative rules or regulations, court rules, governmental policies, common
law, court decisions, or any other provisions or sources of law, including in equity, as are granted to, enjoyed by or imposed
upon married spouses.

(b) Former parties to a civil union lawfully entered into or otherwise recognized pursuant to this chapter shall have
the same rights, protections and benefits, and shall be subject to the same responsibilities, obligations and duties under the
laws of this State, whether derived from statutes, administrative rules or regulations, court rules, governmental policies,
common law, court decisions, or any other provisions or sources of law, including in equity, as are granted to, enjoyed by
or imposed upon former married spouses.

(c) A surviving party to a civil union lawfully entered into or otherwise recognized pursuant to this chapter,
following the death of the other party to the civil union, shall have the same rights, protections and benefits, and shall be
subject to the same responsibilities, obligations and duties under the laws of this State, whether derived from statutes,
administrative rules or regulations, court rules, governmental policies, common law, court decisions, or any other
provisions or sources of law, including in equity, as are granted to, enjoyed by or imposed upon a widow or widower.

(d) To the extent that provisions of the laws of this State, whether derived from statutes, administrative rules or
regulations, court rules, governmental policies, common law, court decisions, or any other provisions or sources of law,
including in equity, adopt, refer to, or rely upon in any manner, provisions of United States federal law that would have the
effect of parties to a civil union being treated differently than married spouses, parties to a civil union shall be treated in all
respects by the laws of this State as if United States federal law recognizes a civil union in the same manner as the laws of
this State.

§ 213. Legal unions performed in other jurisdictions.

A legal union between two individuals of the same sex that was validly formed in another jurisdiction, regardless
of whether such legal union is recognized under chapter 1 of this title or is referred to as a civil union, shall be recognized
as a validly established civil union under this chapter for all purposes of the laws of this State, provided that the legal union
meets the eligibility requirements of § 202 of this chapter for a civil union and such legal union affords to and imposes on
the parties thereto substantially similar rights, benefits, protections, responsibilities and duties as those afforded to and
imposed on parties to a civil union entered into in this State under this chapter.

§ 214. Treatment of parties to a civil union for purposes of Delaware law.

(a) A party to a civil union shall be included in any definition or use of the terms "dependent", "family", "husband
and wife", "immediate family", "next of kin", "spouse", "stepparent”, “tenants by the entirety”, and other terms, whether or

not gender-specific, that denote a spousal relationship or a person in a spousal relationship, as those terms are used
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throughout the Code, administrative rules or regulations, court rules, governmental policies, common law, court decisions,
or any other provisions or sources of the laws of this State, including in equity.

(b) To the extent that another provision of this Code (other than chapter 1 of this title) or other laws of this State
(including, without limitation, administrative rules or regulations, court rules, governmental policies, common law, court
decisions, or any other provisions or sources of law, including in equity) utilizes a term used in chapter 1 of this title
relating to marriage, references a section of chapter 1 of this title, or references marital status, except to the extent otherwise
set forth in this chapter, such term, section or other reference shall be deemed to also utilize, include or reference the
applicable corresponding term, section or other reference relating to civil unions or civil union status as established in this
chapter.

§ 215. Treatment of parties to a civil union for purposes of chapter 1 of this title.

Notwithstanding chapter 1 of this title, no person who has entered into a valid civil union pursuant to this chapter,
or who has entered into a valid legal union in any other jurisdiction that is recognized as a civil union pursuant to this
chapter, may be found in violation of any provision of chapter 1 of this title.

§ 216. Dissolution of a civil union.

A civil union entered into or otherwise recognized under this chapter may be dissolved in the same form and
manner as marriages entered into or otherwise recognized under chapter 1 of this title; provided, however, notwithstanding
§§ 1504 and 1505(d) of this title, the Family Court of this State shall have, in addition to any other basis for jurisdiction it
would otherwise have, jurisdiction over all proceedings for divorce and annulment of civil unions that are solemnized in
this State under this chapter notwithstanding that the domicile or residency of the petitioner and the respondent are not in
this State, if the jurisdiction of domicile or residency of the petitioner and/or the respondent does not by law affirmatively
permit such a proceeding to be brought in the courts of that jurisdiction. All persons who enter into a civil union
solemnized in this State consent to the non-exclusive jurisdiction of the Family Court for all proceedings for divorce and
annulment of such civil union, even if one or both parties no longer reside in this State. If neither of the parties to a civil
union solemnized in this State reside in this State, any petition for divorce or annulment of such civil union shall be filed in
the county in which one or both of such parties last resided in this State.

§ 217. Rules of construction.

(a) The rule of construction that statutes in derogation of the common law are to be strictly construed shall have no

application to this chapter. This chapter shall be broadly construed to accomplish its intended purposes.
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(b) The rule of construction that specific statutory provisions should prevail over general statutory provisions shall
have no application to this chapter except to the extent that the provisions of this chapter are considered specific as opposed
to general provisions."

Section 2. This Act does not affect rights, duties or obligations that matured or were owed, penalties that were
incurred, or proceedings that were begun, before its effective date.

Section 3. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of the Act which can be given effect without the invalid provision
or application; and, to that end, the provisions of this Act are declared to be severable.

Section 4. This Act may be referred to as the "Civil Union and Equality Act of 2011",

Section 5. This Act shall be effective at 10 a.m. on January 1, 2012.

SYNOPSIS

This Act creates the recognized legal relationship of civil union in Delaware for eligible persons. This Act further
recognizes as civil unions for all purposes under Delaware law legal unions between two persons of the same sex entered
into in jurisdictions outside of Delaware provided that such union and the parties thereto meet the Delaware eligibility
requirements to enter into a civil union in the State of Delaware. Parties who enter into a lawful civil union in Delaware,
or whose legal union is recognized as a civil union under Delaware law, will have all of the same rights, benefits,
protections and responsibilities as married persons under Delaware law. It is not the intent of the Delaware General
Assembly to revise the definition or eligibility requirements of marriage under Delaware law or to require any religious
institution to perform solemnizations of civil unions.

Author: Senator Sokola
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10

DEFEATED

SPONSOR: Sen. Venables
DELAWARE STATE SENATE
146th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SENATE AMENDMENT NO. 1
TO
SENATE BILL NO. 30

AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 by deleting line 11 in its entirety and by substituting in lieu thereof the following:

“(a) *Civil union’ means a legal union between two individuals established pursuant to this chapter.”

FURTHER AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 by adding at the end of line 18, the word “and”, by deleting the semi-
colon at the end of line 19, and substituting in lieu thereof, a period “.”, and further by deleting lines 20 and 21 in their
entirety.

FURTHER AMEND Senate Bill No. 30, by deleting lines 23 and 24 in their entirety, by deleting lines 39 and 40,
and by redesignating the remaining subsection of §203, Title 13, Delaware Code, accordingly.

FURTHER AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 by deleting lines 142 and 143, and by redesignating the remaining
subsections of §207, Title 13, Delaware Code, accordingly.

FURTHER AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 by striking from line 249 the phrase “of the same sex”.

SYNOPSIS

Upon passage of a civil union bill, it would be appropriate to make civil unions available for heterosexual couples
and also for other individuals, such as family members, who are not romantically involved but who cohabitate and share
their lives out of necessity. This Bill ensures equal treatment for other individuals including heterosexual couples and
family members by permitting such persons to also enter into civil unions.

Author: Senator Venables
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DEFEATED

SPONSOR: Sen. Venables

DELAWARE STATE SENATE
146th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SENATE AMENDMENT NO. 2
TO
SENATE BILL NO. 30

AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 by deleting Section 5 in its entirety and by substituting in lieu thereof a new Section 5
to read as follows:
“Section 5. This Act shall become effective upon a majority of citizens voting in this State to implement
this Act. Contingent upon the General Assembly providing funding, the State Commissioner of Elections shall insure that a
Statewide referendum is held on this issue on November 8, 2011. The Department shall list as an issue on the ballot, the
question as to whether the Civil Union and Equality Act of 2011 should be implemented. Contingent upon the
abovementioned funding and passage of this referendum, this Act shall become effective at 10:00 a.m. on January 1, 2012.
In the event this referendum is not funded by the Genereal Assembly, a referendum on this issue shall be held on November
6, 2012. Contingent upon passage of a November 6, 2012 referendum, this Act, in such event, shall become effective at
10:00am on January 1, 2013.”

SYNOPSIS

This Bill requires a Statewide referendum to be held in November, 2011, if funded, to determine if the Act
becomes effective. If not specifically funded, then a statewide referendum will be held on November 6, 2012, This would
eliminate additional costs since the referendum issue would simply be another ballot item in a general election.

Author: Senator Venables
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DEFEATED

SPONSOR: Rep. Briggs King & Rep. Lavelle;
Rep. Willis

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
146th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE AMENDMENT NO. 1
TO
SENATE BILL NO. 30

AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 on lines 41 and 42 by striking “$100, and in default of the payment of the fine” and
by substituting in lieu thereof “$100 or”, and by inserting “, or both” between “30 days” and the period (*.”) on line 42,

FURTHER AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 on lines 83 and 84 by striking “$100, and in default of the payment of
such fine” and by substituting in lieu thereof “$100 or”, and by inserting “, or both” between “30 days” and the period (*.”)
on line 84.

FURTHER AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 on lines 85 and 86 by striking “$100, and in default of the payment of
such fine” and by substituting in lieu thereof “$100 or”, and by inserting , or both” between “30 days” and the comma (*,”)
on line 86.

FURTHER AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 on line 120 by striking “$100, and in default of payment of such fine” and
by substituting in lieu thereof “$100 or”, and by inserting “, or both” between “30 days” and the period (“.”).

SYNOPSIS

This amendment corrects the penalties that appear in the bill by removing the phrase that imposes a jail sentence in
default of paying a fine. A defendant must be given the opportunity to pay the fine over a period of time, a deferred
payment.
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DEFEATED

SPONSOR: Rep. Briggs King & Rep. Lavelle;
Rep. Willis

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
146th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE AMENDMENT NO. 3
TO

SENATE BILL NO. 30

AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 on line 11 by inserting “or of the opposite sex” between “same sex” and
“established”.

‘FURTHER AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 on line 20 by inserting “or of the opposite sex” between “same sex” and
“ and”.

FURTHER AMEND Senate Bill No. 30 on line 249 by inserting “or of the opposite sex” between “same sex” and
“that was”.

SYNOPSIS

This amendment adds “opposite sex” civil unions to the definition of civil unions.
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