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Protect Police from Needle Stick Injuries; Lower New HIV and Hepatitis Infection Rates; Increase Substance Abuse Treatment Enrollment
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SEPs Lower Rates of HIV
Syringe Exchange Programs (SEPs) increase the availability of sterile syringes and dispose of used syringes which lowers the number of contaminated syringes on the streets. SEPs are a proven approach to preventing transmission of HIV and viral hepatitis among injection drug users.  Most SEPs provide comprehensive prevention services including HIV and hepatitis counseling and testing, education to reduce sexual and drug use-related health risks, referral to drug addiction treatment, and referral to other medical and social services.
 (
The Ban on Federal Funding of SEPs
•  In 1988 Congress first added the ban on federal funding for SEPs to the Labor, HHS appropriations bill. 
•  From 1988 – 2010 dozens of studies including 8 major federal reviews show that syringe exchange helps prevent HIV and viral hepatitis and does no
t increase or even reduces the risk of drug abuse.
•  In 2009 Congress removes the ban on federal funding for SEPs – local authorities must be consulted
•  In 2011 Congress restored the ban on federal funding for SEPs despite the scientific evidence and no
 complaints.
)









Multi-component HIV prevention programs that include sterile needle and syringe access are effective in reducing drug related HIV risks such as needle and syringe sharing.
· Preventing HIV Infection Among Injecting Drug Users In High Risk Countries (Institute of Medicine, 2006)
“In Portland, syringe exchange has helped protect law enforcement and first responders from injuries caused by syringes during body searches or rescue operations.”
· Rosanne M. Sizer, Chief of Police, Portland
SEPs Lower Risk of Needle Sticks 
· In Rhode Island, Connecticut and North Carolina more than 30% of officers experience a needle stick in their career.
· In Portland there was a nearly 66% reduction in discarded needles after an SEP opened.  
· After Baltimore’s SEP opened there was a 50% reduction in discarded needles.  
· A study in Hartford, CT shows needlestick injury rates decreased by 66% among police officers after implementation of laws decriminalizing  syringe possession and allowing syringe exchange
SEPs increased substance abuse treatment enrollment and retention and were associated with “substantially reduced injecting or cessation of injecting”
· World Health Organization (2004)
SEPs Lower HIV and Hepatitis Infection Rates
· Injection drug use (IDU) accounts for 12-16% of new HIV infections, or up to 8,000 or more infections annually.  
· IDUs represent 20% of the over 1 million people living with HIV/AIDS in the US and the majority of the 3.2 million Americans living with hepatitis C infection.  
· Numerous scientific studies, including eight federally funded studies, have established that syringe exchange programs, when implemented as part of a comprehensive HIV/AIDS prevention strategy, are an effective HIV prevention intervention and do not promote drug use.  
SEPs are Cost Effective and Provide Access to Health Services
· Using SEPs to prevent HIV costs about $64 million, but would result in $193 million in savings and prevent an estimated 500 new HIV cases .  
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