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An official website of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts   
Here's how you know

Mass. General Laws c.127 § 32A

Prisoner gender identity

This is an unofficial version of a Massachusetts General Law. For more information on this topic, please see

law about gender identity or expression (/info-details/massachusetts-law-about-gender-identity-or-expression).

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Added by St.2018, c.69, §91 (https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2018/Chapter69), effective December 31,

2018

A prisoner of a correctional institution, jail or house of correction that has a gender identity, as defined in

section 7 of chapter 4, that differs from the prisoner’s sex assigned at birth, with or without a diagnosis of

gender dysphoria or any other physical or mental health diagnosis, shall be: (i) addressed in a manner

consistent with the prisoner’s gender identity; (ii) provided with access to commissary items, clothing,

programming, educational materials and personal property that is consistent with the prisoner’s gender

identity; (iii) searched by an officer of the same gender identity if the search requires an inmate to remove all

clothing or includes a visual inspection of the anal cavity or genitals; provided, however, that the officer’s

gender identity shall be consistent with the prisoner’s request; and provided further, that such search shall not

be conducted for the sole purpose of determining genital status; and (iv) housed in a correctional facility with

inmates with the same gender identity; provided further, that the placement shall be consistent with the

prisoner’s request, unless the commissioner, the sheriff or a designee of the commissioner or sheriff certifies

in writing that the particular placement would not ensure the prisoner’s health or safety or that the placement

would present management or security problems.
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Contact

Trial Court Law Libraries

Phone

(800) 445-8989 (tel:+18004458989)

Within Massachusetts only

TTY (800) 281-3683 (tel:+18002813683)

Within Massachusetts only

Online

Reference librarians online

Chat with a law librarian  (/service-details/chat-or-text-with-a-law-librarian)

Reference librarians via email masslawlib@gmail.com (mailto:masslawlib@gmail.com)

Address

Administrative office (no law library at this location)

2 Center Plaza

9th Floor

Boston, MA 02108

Directions  (https://maps.google.com/?q=2+Center+Plaza%2C+9th+Floor%2C+Boston%2C+MA+02108)
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