
 
 
 

 

Identity Document Laws and Policies:  
Name Change Laws 

 
No updates required since March 27, 2023 

 
MAP often relies on research conducted by the National Center for Transgender Equality (NCTE) for this 
map and the statutes found below. For more information about each state’s process and requirements, 

see NCTE’s ID Documents Center. 
 
(1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 
(0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual court 
discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 
(-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow option 
to waive requirement 
 

--- 
 
Alabama 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the probate court for a name change order. No 
publication is required.” (Ala. Code §12-13-1, or Form PS-12)  

 
Alaska  

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court for a name change order. Both the verified 
petition and hearing must be published in a newspaper once a week for four weeks. However, 
individuals can request to waive the publication requirement with a personal safety court 
order.” (Form VS-405 to change name, Form CIV-708 to waive requirement, Alaska R. Civ. P. 84) 
 

Arizona  

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court for a name change order. The court may give 
notice to interested parties if deemed necessary, except in circumstances where there is a 
protective order in place OR if the applicant is the victim of a stalking offense.” (Ariz. Rev. Stat. 
Ann. §§ 12-601 & 12-602, and forms here) 

 
Arkansas 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court for a name change order. The petition may be 
listed in public court records.” (Ark. Code Ann. §§ 9-2-101 & 9-2-102) 

o Note: “The petition may be listed in public court records” is not the same as requiring an 
individual to publish an announcement in a local newspaper or other venue. 

https://transequality.org/documents
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/CodeOfAlabama/1975/12-13-1.htm
https://eforms.alacourt.gov/media/jtzbncuw/request-to-change-name.pdf
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/vs-405.pdf
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/civ-708.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/webdocs/rules/docs/civ.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/12/00601.htm
http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/12/00601.htm
http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/12/00602.htm
https://www.azcourts.gov/selfservicecenter/Forms/Name-Change
http://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/2010/title-9/subtitle-1/chapter-2/9-2-101
http://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/2010/title-9/subtitle-1/chapter-2/9-2-102


 
 
 

 

 
California 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• An applicant must submit a petition to the court for a name change order. If the name change is 
related to gender, the applicant should not have to attend an in-person hearing and does not 
need to publish notice of their name change in the newspaper. (See here.) 

• “As of September 2018, people who are incarcerated in California can apply for legal name 
changes without prior approval by correction officials (See SB310). The courts will deny 
registered sex offender petitions unless they determine it will not adversely affect public 
safety.” (Cal. Civ. Proc. Code §§1275-1279.6) 

 
Colorado  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “A petitioner need not give public notice of a name change as required by subsection (1) of this 
section if the petitioner is changing the petitioner's name to conform with the petitioner's 
gender identity.” C.R.S. § 13-15-102(4) 

• A name change will not be granted for convicted adult felons or delinquents with the equivalent 
of an adult felony unless there is good cause. The applicant must be fingerprinted, update their 
criminal history with the new name, and notify District Attorney offices where convicted. (C.R.S. 
13-15-101, summarized by NCTE) 
 

Connecticut  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the Superior Court of their judicial district. No 
publication is required. Registered sex offenders must notify the supervising Commissioner of 
their intent and update the sex offender registry upon petition approval.” (Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. 
§ 52-11) 

 
Delaware  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• See HB274 (2022) 

• Formerly, (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes 
only narrow option to waive requirement. Former language: “An applicant must submit a 
petition to the court. The applicant must publish notice of the name change in a newspaper at 
least once a week for three weeks before filing the petition, and then include the Affidavit of 
Publication with their court petition.” (Del. Code Ann. tit. 10, §§ 5901-5905) 

 
District of Columbia  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court and notify creditors and other interested 
parties of the upcoming name change via certified mail. No publication is required.” (DC ST 
§§16-2501 to 16-2503) 

  

https://www.courts.ca.gov/41226.htm
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billCompareClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB310
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=2.&article=3.
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/61W9-XWS1-JB2B-S0M3-00008-00?cite=C.R.S.%2013-15-102&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/61W9-XX11-JT99-24BN-00008-00?cite=C.R.S.%2013-15-101&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/61W9-XX11-JT99-24BN-00008-00?cite=C.R.S.%2013-15-101&context=1000516
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_895.htm#sec_52-11
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_895.htm#sec_52-11
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=79058
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title10/c059/index.shtml
https://beta.code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/titles/16/chapters/25/
https://beta.code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/titles/16/chapters/25/


 
 
 

 

Florida  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. No publication is required. The applicant must 
be fingerprinted. No name change will be issued if the applicant's civil rights have been 
suspended.” (Fla. Stat. Ann. § 68.07) 
 

Georgia  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. Within seven days of filing the petition, the 
applicant must publish notice of the name change in the county’s ‘official legal organ’ once a 
week for four weeks.” (Ga. Code Ann. § 19-12-1) 

 
Hawaii 

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “Once an online name change application is approved, the applicant must publish notice of the 
name change once in a general circulation newspaper and submit proof of publication to the 
Office of the Lt. Governor. The publication requirement can be waived if a prosecutor files an 
affidavit attesting the need to waive publication for an applicant’s safety. Applicants who have 
sex offender convictions cannot get a name change unless the court finds the name change to 
be in the best interest of justice and that the name change won't adversely affect public safety.” 
(Haw. Rev. Stat. §§ 574-1 to 574-6) 

 
Idaho  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must publish notice of the 
petition hearing in a county newspaper for four weeks OR in three of the most public places in 
the county for four weeks. Registered sex offenders are permitted to change their name long as 
the granting court gives notice to the sex offender registry with the identifying information.” 
(Idaho Code Ann. §§ 7-801 to 7-805) 

  

https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2016/68.07
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=O.C.G.A.+%A7+19-12-1
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol12_Ch0501-0588/HRS0574/HRS_0574-0001.htm
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title7/T7CH8/


 
 
 

 

Illinois 

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court and the petition must be verified ‘by the 
affidavit of some credible person.’ The applicant must publish notice of the petition in the 
newspaper for three consecutive weeks, starting at least six weeks before the hearing.” The 
publication requirement may be waived, at the court’s discretion, if applicant can “provide 
evidence to support the claim that publishing notice of the name change would put the person 
at risk of physical harm or discrimination.” (2019 SB0574) “Individuals who are not currently 
incarcerated but have a felony conviction within the last ten years are not permitted to change 
their name. Registered sex offenders are not permitted to change their name.” (735 Ill. Comp. 
Stat. Ann. 5/21-101 to 5/21-105) 

 
Indiana  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must publish notice of the 
petition in the newspaper for three weeks and the last week’s publication should be at least 30 
days before the hearing. The applicant should file a copy of the published name change notice 
verified by affidavit of a disinterested person. Individuals who are currently confined in a 
Department of Corrections facility cannot receive a name change, and individuals who are not 
currently incarcerated but have a felony conviction within the last ten years have additional 
notification requirements.” (Ind. Code Ann. §§ 34-28-2-1 to 34-28-2-4) 

 
Iowa 

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

• An applicant must submit a petition to the court. Subject to the court's discretion, the applicant 
may need to publish the petition docket information once in a daily newspaper in that county. 
(Iowa Code Ann. § 618.13 & §§ 674.1-674.14) 

 
Kansas  

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. Subject to the court's discretion, the 
applicant may need to send notice of the hearing to interested parties by mail or publish in a 
newspaper once a week for four weeks.” (Kan. Stat. Ann. §§ 60-1401 to 60-1403) 
 

Kentucky  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

• An applicant must submit a petition to the court. No publication is required; the court keeps the 
name change in a book of records. (Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. §§ 401.010-401.040) 
 

http://ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=&SessionId=91&GA=100&DocTypeId=SB&DocNum=574&GAID=14&LegID=100518&SpecSess=&Session=
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=073500050HArt%2E+XXI&ActID=2017&ChapterID=56&SeqStart=124600000&SeqEnd=125200000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=073500050HArt%2E+XXI&ActID=2017&ChapterID=56&SeqStart=124600000&SeqEnd=125200000
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2016/ic/titles/034/articles/028/chapters/002/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/618.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/674.pdf
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch60/060_014_0001.html
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch60/060_014_0002.html
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch60/060_014_0003.html
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/chapter.aspx?id=39204


 
 
 

 

Louisiana  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. No publication is required. Individuals who 
have a felony conviction may change their name once the sentence has been satisfied, with the 
exception that individuals who have a felony conviction for a violent crime are not permitted to 
change their name.” (La. Rev. Stat. Ann. §§ 13:4751 to 13:4755) 
 

Maine 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• See HP1407/LD1900 (April 4, 2022) 

• Formerly, (0) State law had unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows 
individual court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement. Former language: “An 
applicant must submit a petition to the probate court. There is a publication requirement which 
can be waived if the applicant is a victim of abuse or is currently in reasonable fear for their 
safety.” (Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 18-A, § 1-701)  

 
Maryland 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• See HB39/SB581 (2021), enacted without governor’s signature 

• State previously left publication requirement to discretion of court. See now-out-of-date MD R 
SPEC P Rule 15-901 and Whitman Walker’s Legal Guide (2018). 
 

Massachusetts 

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must give public notice of the 
petition, however the publication requirement may be waived for a good cause (Mass. Gen. 
Laws Ann. ch. 210, §§ 12-14), and is generally waived if an individual is changing their first name 
only.” 

 
Michigan  

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must publish notice of the 
petition, but the court may waive the publication requirement for a good cause and seal the 
court proceedings. Applicants over the age of 22 must provide two sets of fingerprints. 
Applicants with a criminal record have the burden of proof to rebut a presumption of fraudulent 
intent.” (Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. §§ 711.1-711.3)  

  

http://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=77843
https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?LD=1900&snum=130
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/18-A/title18-Asec1-701.html
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0039?ys=2021RS
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/EWS-House-Bills-FINAL-2021-1.pdf
https://govt.westlaw.com/mdc/Document/ND9915450B79211DBB4ACEAAAE7EB7386?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/mdc/Document/ND9915450B79211DBB4ACEAAAE7EB7386?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.whitman-walker.org/Guides%20PDF/MD%20NGC%20Guide_English%20(09-12-2018).pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartII/TitleIII/Chapter210/Section12
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartII/TitleIII/Chapter210/Section12
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-288-1939-XI


 
 
 

 

Minnesota 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court and bring two witnesses to the court as proof 
of identity. There is no general publication requirement for adults, but there are publication 
requirements if the applicant has interest in land or is a minor. The order is filed in a judgment 
book and auditor’s records, however the court records can be sealed if the applicant is in the 
witness and victim protection program. Applicants with a felony conviction may request a name 
change only once. Upon petition approval, applicants with a criminal history must report the 
name change to Bureau of Apprehension within ten days or will be guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor.” (Minn. Stat. Ann. §§ 259.10-259.13) 
 

Mississippi  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. No publication is required.” (Miss. Code. Ann. 
§§ 93-17-1 to 93-17-31) 

 
Missouri  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must publish notice of the 
name change at least once a week for three weeks in a newspaper within 20 days of the court 
order. The publication requirement may be waived for victims of domestic violence or child 
abuse.” (Mo. Ann. Stat. § 527.290) 
 

Montana  

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must publish notice of the 
hearing time and place in a county newspaper for four weeks. The applicant may request the 
petition and hearing to be sealed for their safety.” (Mont. Code Ann. §§ 27-31-101 & 27-31-201 
to 27-31-204) 

 
Nebraska  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court and show reasonable cause for the name 
change. Applicants over the age of 19 muse publish notice once a week for four weeks; 
applicants under the age of 19 must publish notice once a week for two weeks.” (Neb. Rev. Stat. 
§§ 25-21,271 and 25-21,273) 

 
  

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=259&format=pdf
http://law.justia.com/codes/mississippi/2015/title-93/chapter-17/article-1/
http://law.justia.com/codes/mississippi/2015/title-93/chapter-17/article-1/
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/52700002901.html
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0270/chapter_0310/part_0010/section_0010/0270-0310-0010-0010.html
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0270/chapter_0310/part_0020/sections_index.html
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0270/chapter_0310/part_0020/sections_index.html
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=25-21,271
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=25-21,271
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=25-21,273


 
 
 

 

Nevada 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. If you are changing your name to conform 
with your gender identity, you do not have to publish the name change in a newspaper. If all of 
the required forms are filed and the steps are correctly followed, the judge will typically approve 
of the name change without a hearing.” (Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. §§ 41.270-41.290) “If you were 
convicted of a felony, you must get a copy of your fingerprints to submit to the Court with all 
your paperwork.” (NV Courts “Name Changes for Adults") 

 
New Hampshire 

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. Subject to the court's discretion there may be 
a publication requirement, but generally no publication is required” (N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. §§ 
547:3-i & 550:4). Individuals in prison or on probation or parole must additionally have the 
sheriff’s department serve a copy of the name change petition to the department of corrections 
(Name Change Petition, Form NHJB-2175-P). 

 
New Jersey 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• In November 2020, the New Jersey Supreme Court amended the state’s rule previously 
requiring publication. See the decision here. 

 
New Mexico 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• See HB31 (2023), removing former publication requirement 

• Formerly, state required publication but allows individual court discretion and/or broad option 
to waive requirement (0): “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. Before filing the 
petition, the applicant must publish notice of the petition at least once a week for two weeks; 
the publication requirement can be waived for the applicant’s safety.” (N.M. Stat. § 40-8-1 to 
40-8-3) 
 

New York  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• Previously, state required publication but allowed court discretion to waive requirement. 
Requirement removed by A.5465D, “The Gender Recognition Act” (signed June 2021, effective 
December 2021). 

 
  

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-041.html
http://selfhelp.nvcourts.gov/self-help/name-changes/name-changes-for-adults?enter=1
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LVI/547/547-3-i.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LVI/547/547-3-i.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LVI/550/550-4.htm
https://www.courts.state.nh.us/forms/nhjb-2175-p.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/notices/2020/n201119b.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=H&legtype=B&legno=31&year=23
http://law.justia.com/codes/new-mexico/2016/chapter-40/article-8/
http://law.justia.com/codes/new-mexico/2016/chapter-40/article-8/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A5465


 
 
 

 

North Carolina  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. Before filing the petition, the applicant must 
publish notice at the courthouse door for ten days, however the publication requirement can be 
waived with evidence that the applicant is a victim of domestic violence, sexual offense, or 
stalking. Along with the petition, the applicant must submit proof of the applicant’s good 
character by two county citizens and FBI and State Bureau of Investigations Record 
Checks. Registered sex offenders are not permitted to obtain a legal name change.” (N.C. Gen. 
Stat. Ann. §§ 101-1 to 101-8) 
  

North Dakota  

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. At least 30 days before filing the applicant 
must publish notice of intended application in a newspaper, however the publication 
requirement can be waived for victims of domestic violence or individuals only seeking to 
change their first name. Individuals with a felony conviction must provide additional information 
with their petition and must notify Bureau of Crime Investigation within ten days of the order 
granting the name change.” (N.D. Cent. Code Ann. § 32-28-02) 
 

Ohio  

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. At least 30 days before the hearing, the 
applicant must publish notice of the hearing in a newspaper, though publication requirements 
can be waived for the applicant’s personal safety. Depending on the nature of the offense, 
applicants with prior criminal convictions may not be eligible for a name change.”  (Ohio Rev. 
Code Ann. § 2717.01) 

 
Oklahoma  

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. At least 10 days before the hearing, the 
applicant must publish notice of the hearing in a newspaper, however publication requirements 
can be waived and records can be sealed with good cause.” (12 OK Stat § 12-1631 to 12-1637) 

 
Oregon 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court in the county where you live. There will only 
be a hearing if the court tells you or sends you a hearing notice. The court will send a Notice of 
Entry of Judgement when the name change is granted… Applicants can petition the court to 
recognize their name and gender change at the same time.” (Or. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 33.420) 

  

http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByChapter/Chapter_101.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByChapter/Chapter_101.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t32c28.pdf
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2717.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2717.01
http://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2016/title-12/section-12-1631/
http://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2016/title-12/section-12-1637/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors033.html


 
 
 

 

Pennsylvania  

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must publish notice of the 
hearing in two newspapers, but publication requirements can be waived and records can be 
sealed for the applicant’s safety. Individuals with a felony conviction may change their name if 
more than two years have passed since the end of the sentence and if not under probation or 
parole, or if the individual has been pardoned. Individuals who have been convicted of violent 
crimes are not eligible to change their name. Upon approval of the name change, the court will 
notify the Attorney General and the State Policy who keep the name change information in a 
central repository.” (54 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. §§ 701-705) 

 
Rhode Island 

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a notarized name change petition to the court. Along with the 
petition, the applicant must submit a certified copy of their birth certificate and a copy of their 
Bureau of Criminal Identification records. A waiver can be requested for the publication 
requirement or to waive the public notice of the hearing in a local newspaper once a week for 
two weeks. The advertising requirements may differ by county.” (R.I. Gen. Laws Ann. §§ 33-22-
11 & 33-22-28, and Form PC-8.1) 

 
South Carolina  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must be fingerprinted and 
undergo a background check for criminal convictions or financial obligations. The court may 
require a hearing. No publication is required.” (S.C. Code Ann. § 15-49-10 to § 15-49-50)  

 
 South Dakota  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must publish notice of the 
hearing and petition details in a legal newspaper once a week for four weeks.” (S.D. Codified 
Laws §§ 21-37-1 to 21-37-10) 

 
Tennessee 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. No publication is required. Individuals who 
have prior felony convictions must provide additional documentation, and individuals who have 
been convicted of first-degree murder, second-degree murder, or sex offense are not eligible to 
change their name. (Tenn. Code Ann. § 29-8-101 to § 29-8-105) 

  

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=54&div=0&chpt=7
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/title33/33-22/33-22-11.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/title33/33-22/33-22-11.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/title33/33-22/33-22-28.HTM
https://www.sos.ri.gov/assets/downloads/documents/PC8.1-change-of-name.pdf
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t15c049.php
http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Statute=21-37&Type=Statute
http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Statute=21-37&Type=Statute
http://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2015/title-29/chapter-8/


 
 
 

 

Texas  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. No publication is required. The applicant must 
be fingerprinted and submit documentation of their criminal record. Individuals with a felony 
conviction may change their name if more than two years have passed since the end of the 
sentence and if not under probation or parole, or if the individual has been pardoned. 
Registered sex offenders must notify local law enforcement of the proposed name change.” 
(Tex. Fam. Code Ann. §§45.101 to 45.106) 

 
Utah 

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. Subject to the court's discretion, the court 
may issue notice of the hearing” (Utah Code Ann. § 42-1). The court may also choose to order 
petitioners to notify other parties of the name change (Utah Courts Name Change Information). 
There are numerous criminal-related restrictions on requesting name changes (UT Courts).  

 
Vermont 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. No publication is required. Registered sex 
offenders may not be eligible to change their name unless the court finds a compelling 
purpose.” (Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 15, § 811 to § 817) 

 
Virginia  

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. No publication is required. The application 
and public record can be sealed for the health and safety of the applicant and their immediate 
family. Individuals who are currently incarcerated or are on probation may be eligible for name 
change at the discretion of the court.” (Va. Code Ann. § 8.01-217) 

 
Washington 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. No publication is required. The court case file 
can be sealed for the applicant’s safety if the individual is a victim of domestic violence. 
Individuals under the jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections must give the department a 
copy of the application at least five days before the order is entered. The court can deny the 
application except for legitimate religious, cultural, or marital reasons.” (Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 
4.24.130) 
 

  

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/FA/htm/FA.45.htm
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title42/Chapter1/C42-1_1800010118000101.pdf
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/forms/namechange/instruct.asp#forms
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/forms/namechange/instruct.asp
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/fullchapter/15/013
http://law.justia.com/codes/virginia/2016/title-8.01/chapter-3/section-8.01-217/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=4.24.130
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=4.24.130


 
 
 

 

West Virginia  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. At least ten days before the hearing, the 
applicant must publish notice of the hearing time and place in a Class I legal advertisement. A 
certified copy of the order will be filed in the county clerk’s office. Individuals who are currently 
incarcerated or registered as sex offenders are not eligible to change their name. Individuals 
convicted of murder are not eligible to change their name until 10 years after discharge from 
prison or parole, whichever occurs later.” (W. Va. Code Ann. §§ 48-25-101 to 48-25-107) 

 
Wisconsin 

• (0) State law has unclear publication requirement, or requires publication but allows individual 
court discretion and/or broad option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the court. The applicant must publish a notice of the 
hearing in a newspaper once a week for three weeks prior to the hearing date. However, the 
publication requirement can be waived for the applicant’s safety. Any person required to 
register as a sex offender may not change their legal name.” (Wis. Stat. Ann. § 786.37 & Wis. 
Stat. Ann. § 985.07) 
 

Wyoming  

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

•  “An applicant must submit a petition to the District court in the county where you live. Please 
note you must be a resident of the county for at least two years before you can file. The 
applicant must publish notice in a newspaper once a week for a required period, however the 
publication can keep an applicant’s address confidential if the individual is a victim of domestic 
violence.” (Wyo. Stat. Ann. §§ 1-25-101 to 1-25-104) 

 
 

U.S. Territories 
 
American Samoa 

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

• Name changes are possible, but “The High Court of American Samoa lacks statutory guidelines 
for name change proceedings.” Additionally, “notice of the court proceeding should be 
published in a newspaper with general circulation. The court supports publishing a notice of the 
proceeding in a newspaper with general circulation in order to afford a degree of notice to those 
who may be negatively affected by a change of name. (See Application of Mase CA No. 97-02. 
(Trial Div. 2004)).” 

  

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=48&art=25
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/786/37
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/985/07
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/985/07
http://law.justia.com/codes/wyoming/2015/title-1/chapter-25/
https://transequality.org/documents/state/american-samoa
https://transequality.org/documents/state/american-samoa


 
 
 

 

Guam 

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

• Requires a legal petition including detailed family information, according to NCTE research. 
“Upon review [of the petition], the court will set a hearing date, and a copy of the notice of the 
petition and the hearing date must be posted in three public places in Hagåtña and three public 
places in the applicant’s home village. The notices must be posted for at least four weeks prior 
to the hearing.” 

 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement 

• Requires a legal petition, which can include a request to legally change sex as well (with proof of 
surgery from a physician). A public hearing is required, and public notice of the requested name 
change is required in both "a newspaper of general circulation at least once prior to the 
hearing,” and at the courthouse for a period of ten days prior to the hearing. The publishing 
requirement may be waived if petitioner can demonstrate they would be significantly harmed 
by publishing this notice.  

 
Puerto Rico 

• (1) State law does not require publication of name change announcement 

• Requires a legal petition and hearing, but does not require publishing public notification of the 
court proceeding.  

 
U.S. Virgin Islands: 

• (-1) State law requires publication of name change announcement, and/or includes only narrow 
option to waive requirement  

• Requirements include a court hearing and two periods of public notice in a local newspaper. 
“The first notice is referred to as the notice of intent, which will be published for four 
consecutive weeks… At the hearing the court may, in the absence of a compelling reason from 
the public, issue a tentative consent to the proposed name change. A final certificate of name 
change is issued upon receiving proof that a second public announcement of the name change is 
made in a local newspaper for an additional two consecutive weeks.” 

https://transequality.org/documents/state/guam
https://transequality.org/documents/state/puerto-rico
https://transequality.org/documents/state/puerto-rico
https://transequality.org/documents/state/us-virgin-islands


 
 
 

 

Identity Document Laws and Policies:  
Driver’s License 

 
No updates required since May 27, 2022 

 
For additional information about each state’s process and requirements, see the  

National Center for Transgender Equality’s ID Documents Center. 
 
Process categories and scoring system: 
The process for changing the gender marker on a driver’s license involves: 
(1)  State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 
(0.75)  State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted from a broad 
range of licensed professionals. 
(0.5)  State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted only from a 
limited range of licensed professionals. 
(0.25)  State has no form. No proof of surgery or court order required, but does have burdensome 
process requirements and/or required provider certification accepted only from a limited range of 
licensed professionals.  [Note: in these states, a court order may be an available method to change a 
driver’s license, but alternative options such as a physician’s letter are also available.] 
(0)  State has unclear, unknown, or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes. 
(-1)  State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 
 
Option categories and scoring system: 
(0.5)  State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license 
(0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
 

--- 
 
Alabama 

• (0) State has unclear, unknown, or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• State previously required proof of surgery, ruled unconstitutional in Corbitt v. Taylor (2021) 
 
Alaska  

• (0.75) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted from a 
broad range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See 2 AAC 90.480 or Form 427 
  

https://transequality.org/documents
https://www.aclu.org/cases/corbitt-v-taylor
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#2.90.480
http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/forms/pdfs/427.pdf


 
 
 

 

Arizona  

• (0.25) State has no form. No proof of surgery or court order required, but does have 
burdensome process requirements and/or required provider certification accepted only from a 
limited range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See Motor Vehicle Division Policy 3.1.1, page 5, item Q 
 
Arkansas 

• (1) State permits changes without any form and does not require any provider certification 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. (See here) 

• See here for more information.  
 
California 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. See SB 179 (2018). 

• See California DMV form DL 329 
 
Colorado  

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 
o Note that provider certification is required for minors only. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. (See DOR FAQ here)  

• See form DR 2083 or more information here 
 

Connecticut  

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license.  

• See Connecticut DMV Gender Designation On A License or Identification Card Form B-385 
(January 2020) 

 
Delaware  

• (0.75) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted from a 
broad range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See Delaware DMV form MV2020 
 
District of Columbia  

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license.  

• See the District of Columbia DMV Gender Designation Form 
  

https://web.archive.org/web/20151130123010/http:/sagatucson.org/downloads/change_of_id/AZ%20MVD%20Policy%203.1.1.pdf
https://www.intomore.com/impact/arkansas-yes-arkansas-quietly-begins-issuing-gender-neutral-ids-to-non-binary-people?fbclid=IwAR3prhVA5xYYNjfIym-zqQtcjHKekNj329jZgYBNb-LnvjUoezCtIAwUInE
https://transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/id/AR%20Drivers%20License%20gender%20change%20guidance.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB179
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/wcm/connect/c7c90201-c72c-4a02-a519-a94581f380a8/dl329S.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/CO%20non-binary%20sex%20identifier%20FAQ%2011.08.18.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PeYZd7U43ar6Flg8lFAT1Etg1EPdLVUy/view
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dmv/change-your-sex
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DMV/20/29/B-385.pdf?la=en
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DMV/20/29/B-385.pdf?la=en
http://www.dmv.de.gov/forms/driver_serv_forms/pdfs/gender_change_request_form.pdf
https://dmv.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dmv/publication/attachments/DC%20DMV%20Form%20Gender%20Self-Designation%20English.pdf


 
 
 

 

Florida  

• (0.25)  State has no form. No proof of surgery or court order required, but does have 
burdensome process requirements and/or required provider certification accepted only from a 
limited range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Florida Department of Highway Services and Motor Vehicles memo on gender marker 
change policy (2011), consistent with Equality Florida’s contemporary guidance (2020)  

 
Georgia  

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Georgia Department of Driver Services website, under “Physical Changes” 
 
Hawai`i 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification.  

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license 

• See Hawai`i’s Application Form (July 2020), HB 1165 (2019), and HIDOT guidance. Individuals 
seeking an updated gender marker use the same application form as applying for a new or 
renewed license. 

 
Idaho  

• (0.5) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted only from 
a limited range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See Form ITD 3533 and Idaho Transportation Department’s Administrative Policy 5504 (2013) 
 
Illinois 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (-) State will, but does not yet, allow residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. See HB 
3534 (2019), though the Secretary of State has noted this may not be implemented until 2024.  

• See the Illinois Office of the Secretary of State website (2019) and Form DSD A329 
 
Indiana  

• (0.5) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted only from 
a limited range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
o In March 2019, Indiana's Bureau of Motor Vehicles announced that gender neutral 

markers on driver's licenses would become available in October 2019. However, in 
September 2019, the state's attorney general blocked this and in March 2020 issued an 
official opinion preventing gender neutral markers from ever being allowed unless the 
state passes legislation explicitly permitting them. See here. 

• See Form 55617 at the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles website 
 
 

http://www.gulfcoasttransgenderalliance.com/florida-dmv-gender-marker-change-requirements.html
http://www.gulfcoasttransgenderalliance.com/florida-dmv-gender-marker-change-requirements.html
https://eqfl.org/sites/default/files/TransGuide_070120.pdf
https://dds.georgia.gov/georgia-licenseid/existing-licenseid/how-do-i-updatechange-license-information
http://www.honolulu.gov/rep/site/csd/onlineforms/csddlapplicationform.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/Archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1165&year=2019
https://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/gender-neutral-option-available-for-state-credentials-beginning-july-1-2020/
http://www.honolulu.gov/rep/site/csd/onlineforms/csddlapplicationform.pdf
https://itd.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/3533Fill.pdf
http://www.tsroadmap.com/reality/ITD%20Policy%20-%202013.pdf
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3534&GAID=15&GA=101&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=120195&SessionID=108
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3534&GAID=15&GA=101&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=120195&SessionID=108
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/drlicid.html
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_a329.pdf
https://www.wthr.com/article/curtis-hill-bmv-doesnt-have-authority-allow-nonbinary-gender-licenses
https://www.in.gov/bmv/2564.htm


 
 
 

 

Iowa 

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See Iowa Administrative Code § 601.5(7) or Iowa DOT Memo #17-09, p4-5 
 
Kansas  

• (0.25) State has no form. No proof of surgery or court order required, but does have 
burdensome process requirements and/or required provider certification accepted only from a 
limited range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See memo from Ted Smith, Kansas Department of Revenue Staff Attorney (2011) or NCTE page 
 
Kentucky  

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See a statement from Chief of Staff at Jefferson County Circuit Clerk's Office or Acceptable 
Documentation list p2 

 
Louisiana  

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Louisiana OMV policy on Gender Change/Reassignment  
 
Maine 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification.  

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. 

• See the Gender Designation Form from the Maine Bureau of Motor Vehicles. Removal of 
provider certification as of November 2019. 

 
Maryland 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification.  

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license.  

• See S.B. 196 (2019) and MVA website on changing gender designation. Individuals seeking an 
updated gender marker use the same application form as for a new license. No additional form. 
 

Massachusetts 

• (1) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. 

• (0.5) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• See the Gender Designation Change Form from the Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles 
  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/08-07-2013.761.601.5.pdf
https://www.iowadot.gov/mvd/ovs/ctmanual/memos/PM-17-09-761-IAC.pdf
http://transascity.org/files/Kansas_Gender_Reclass_Memo_051011.pdf
https://transequality.org/documents/state/kansas
http://www.wdrb.com/story/29547395/thats-not-what-i-am-transgender-person-fights-to-change-f-to-m-on-drivers-license
https://drive.ky.gov/Docs/AcceptableDocumentsStandard.pdf
https://drive.ky.gov/Docs/AcceptableDocumentsStandard.pdf
https://dps.louisiana.gov/Omv1.nsf/$display/BF53B205455AD9D0862564AE0058FEAB
http://www.maine.gov/sos/bmv/forms/GENDER%20DESIGNATION%20FORM.pdf
https://bangordailynews.com/2019/11/05/news/state/medical-form-no-longer-required-to-change-gender-on-drivers-license/?fbclid=IwAR1ti8WCNyrFND5tW_6Saej8el-DyZMQv2x2vi5iWtD3UvjqTU_u-3WK8hc
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=01&id=sb0196&tab=subject3&ys=2019rs
https://mva.maryland.gov/about-mva/Pages/changing-gender.aspx
http://www.massrmv.com/Portals/30/docs/21816.pdf


 
 
 

 

Michigan  

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license.  

• See the Michigan Secretary of State website Sex Designation Form (first issued Nov 2019; X 
option added Nov 2021). Prior to this form’s creation, state was in 0.25 category. 

 
Minnesota 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification.  

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license.  

• See the Minnesota Driver and Vehicle Services’ note that sex is self-designated 
 

Mississippi  

• (0) State has unclear, unknown or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes. 
o Note: In Oct 2021, the Mississippi Department of Public Safety issued a Change of 

Gender Designation Form (0.75: easy to understand form and requires provider 
certification, accepted from a broad range of licensed professionals) and a memo from 
the Driver Service Bureau Director outlining further expectations for treatment of 
transgender and nonbinary applicants. However, just a day, the department rescinded 
the form and policy.  

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
 
Missouri  

• (0.75) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted from a 
broad range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Missouri Department of Revenue Gender Designation Change Request Form 5532 
 
Montana  

• (0) State has unclear, unknown or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• However, see the Montana Department of Justice’s FAQs requiring any name changes to be 
supported by a certified copy of at least one official document, such as a court order. 

 
Nebraska  

• (0.5) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted only from 
a limited range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles form Certification of Sex Reassignment 
 
Nevada 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. (See here, 2019) 

• State DMV: “Your driver's license or ID card will indicate the gender you choose on the 
application. Medical certification of a gender change is not necessary.” NAC 483.070.  

http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127--25240--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/MDOS_Sex_designation_form_740954_7.pdf
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/dvs/Pages/self-designated-descriptors.aspx
https://www.driverservicebureau.dps.ms.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/Gender%20Designation%20Form%20r10.13.21.pdf
https://www.driverservicebureau.dps.ms.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/Gender%20Designation%20Form%20r10.13.21.pdf
https://www.sunherald.com/news/local/article255452821.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.sunherald.com/news/local/article255452821.html#storylink=cpy
https://apnews.com/article/mississippi-a46bd7e37d0a1c187b5c7765bf10627f
http://dor.mo.gov/forms/5532.pdf
https://dojmt.gov/driving/driver-licensing/#DLID21
http://www.dmv.nebraska.gov/examining/pdf/Certificationofsexreassignment.pdf
https://www.reviewjournal.com/news/politics-and-government/nevada/nevada-dmv-offers-gender-neutral-drivers-licenses-id-cards-1647103/
http://dmvnv.com/namechange.htm
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nac/NAC-483.html


 
 
 

 

New Hampshire 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license.  

• See Form DSMV 450 (Aug 2021) and HB 669 (2019, effective 1/1/20). Individuals seeking an 
updated gender marker use the same application form as applying for a new or renewed license, 
and are instructed to check “replacement” and list the reason as “gender change.” 

 
New Jersey 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license  
o First announced in Feb 2020, became available in April 2021 

• See the New Jersey MVC Gender Designation Form 
 
New Mexico 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 
o Note that notarization of the form is required. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license.  

• See Form MVD 10237 
 
New York  

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5)  State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license (announced Nov 2020, 
first available May 2022) 

• See Form MV-44 and A.5465D, “The Gender Recognition Act” (June 2021), removing former 
requirement of provider attestation (from broad range of providers) and legislatively requiring 
gender-neutral X options on all state-issued identity documents.  

 
North Carolina  

• (0.75) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted from a 
broad range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See DMV’s Sex Designation Form, Form DL-300 (Jan 2019). 
 
North Dakota  

• (0.75) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted from a 
broad range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See DOT’s Gender Designation Form, Form SFN 61146 (last revised Nov 2016). 
 
Ohio  

• (0.75) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted from a 
broad range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Ohio BMV’s Declaration of Gender Change form (BMV 2369, Sept 2019). 

https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/dmv/forms/documents/dsmv450.pdf
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB669/id/1852096
https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/dmv/forms/documents/dsmv450.pdf
https://www.dmv.nh.gov/drivers-licensenon-driver-ids/update-personal-information
https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/pdf/license/genderchange.pdf
http://realfile.tax.newmexico.gov/mvd10237.pdf
https://www.syracuse.com/state/2020/11/new-york-to-add-nonbinary-gender-option-x-for-drivers-licenses.html
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv44.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A5465
https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/downloads/Documents/DL-300.pdf
https://www.dot.nd.gov/forms/sfn61146.pdf
https://publicsafety.ohio.gov/links/bmv2369.pdf


 
 
 

 

Oklahoma  

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Oklahoma Department of Public Safety website 
 
Oregon 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license.  

• See “Changing Your Sex Designation on Your DL or ID” 
 
Pennsylvania  

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. (2/2020) 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. (2/2020) 

• See PennDOT’s Form DL-32 “Request for Gender Change on Driver’s License/Identification Card” 
form and additional information here 

 
Rhode Island 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license 

• See the Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles Name and Gender Change Information 
 
South Carolina  

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles website 
 
South Dakota  

• (0) State has unclear, unknown or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• However, see the South Dakota DPS's FAQs requiring any name changes to be supported by 
legal documents proving the name change. Similar requirements could be imposed for gender 
change requests. 

Tennessee 

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See Tennessee Department of Safety Rule 1340-1-13-.12 (6) 
 
Texas  

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Texas Department of Public Safety website 
 
 
 

https://www.ok.gov/dps/
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/DMV/Pages/driverid/chg_gender_designation.aspx
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/public/dvspubsforms/BDL/BDL%20Form/DL-32.pdf
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/public/dvspubsforms/BDL/BDL%20Form/DL-32.pdf
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/Driver-Services/Driver-Licensing/Pages/Gender-Neutral-Designation.aspx
http://www.dmv.ri.gov/licenses/address/
http://www.scdmvonline.com/dmvnew/default.aspx?n=home
https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing/south-dakota-licensing-information/faqs
http://share.tn.gov/sos/rules/1340/1340-01/1340-01-13.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-change-information-your-driver-license-or-id-card


 
 
 

 

Utah 

• (0.25) State has no form. No proof of surgery or court order required, but does have 
burdensome process requirements and/or required provider certification accepted only from a 
limited range of licensed professionals. 

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. (See here) 

• See the Utah Department of Public Safety’s website 
 
Vermont 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification.  

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license. (See here) 

• See the Vermont Department of Motor Vehicles website 
 
Virginia  

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification.  

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license 

• See SB 246 (2020). Individuals seeking an updated gender marker must apply for a replacement 
license, using the same form as applying for a new license, Form DL1P (1/1/2021).  

 
Washington 

• (1) State uses easy to understand form and does not require any provider certification.  

• (0.5) State allows residents to mark M, F, or X on their driver’s license.  

• See Form DLE-520-043 or the Washington State Department of Licensing website 
 
West Virginia  

• (0.5) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted only from 
a limited range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the West Virginia Division of Motor Vehicles Gender Designation Form 
 
Wisconsin 

• (0.25) State has no form. No proof of surgery or court order required, but does have 
burdensome process requirements and/or required provider certification accepted only from a 
limited range of licensed professionals. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Wisconsin Department of Transportation website 
 
Wyoming  

• (0.75) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted from a 
broad range of licensed professionals.  

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See the Gender Designation Change Request Form and more information here 

 
 
 

https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/utah-among-growing-number-states-issuing-gender-neutral-ids-n984326
https://dld.utah.gov/
https://dmv.vermont.gov/press-release/new-license-id-will-allow-third-gender-option-starting-this-summer
http://dmv.vermont.gov/licenses/change-name-address
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+SB246
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/drivers/#duplicate.asp
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/webdoc/pdf/dl1p.pdf
https://www.dol.wa.gov/forms/520043.pdf
http://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/genderchange.html
http://www.transportation.wv.gov/DMV/DMVFormSearch/DMV-99-RO-GenderDesignationForm.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/lst-or-stoln/duplicate-id.aspx
http://www.dot.state.wy.us/files/live/sites/wydot/files/shared/Driver_Services/Forms/gender%20change%20designation%20request%2020170101%20fillable.pdf
http://www.dot.state.wy.us/home/driver_license_records/driver-license/add_or_change_information.html


 
 
 

 

U.S. Territories 
 
American Samoa 

• (0) State has unclear, unknown or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• There is “no established policy for amending the gender marker on a driver’s license.” 
 
Guam  

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• “The applicant must provide the court order for the legal name change and/or a sworn 
statement from a physician that the license holder’s sex has been changed.” 

 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

• (-1) State requires proof of surgery, court order, and/or amended birth certificate. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• “In order to change the name and gender marker on a driver’s license, the license holder must 
provide both the court order for the legal name and gender change, as well as a valid passport 
or original birth certificate.” 

 
Puerto Rico  

• (0.75) State uses easy to understand form and requires provider certification, accepted from a 
broad range of licensed professionals.  

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• See guidance from NCTE’s Identity Documents Center and Form DTOP-DIS-324 (August 2015). 
 
U.S. Virgin Islands   

• (0) State has unclear, unknown or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes. 

• (0) State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

• No clear or established policy for amending the gender marker on a driver’s license. 

https://transequality.org/documents/state/american-samoa
https://transequality.org/documents/state/guam
https://transequality.org/documents/state/guam
https://transequality.org/documents/state/commonwealth-of-the-northern-mariana-islands
https://transequality.org/documents/state/commonwealth-of-the-northern-mariana-islands
https://transequality.org/documents/state/commonwealth-of-the-northern-mariana-islands
https://transequality.org/documents/state/puerto-rico
https://ayudalegalpr.org/files/CE6D35A7-B0DD-E05A-5001-17185067F894/attachments/78E8D874-5035-4D01-9070-976F6598D275/solicitud-de-cambio-de-genero-de-personas-transgenero-1.pdf
https://transequality.org/documents/state/us-virgin-islands


 
 
 

 

Identity Document Laws and Policies:  
Birth Certificates 

 
No updates required since May 19, 2023 

 
For more information about each state’s process and requirements, see also the  

National Center for Transgender Equality’s ID Documents Center. 
 
Process categories and scoring system: 
The process for changing the gender marker on a birth certificate involves: 
(1) State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
(0.5) State is unclear regarding surgical/clinical requirements and/or requires a court order 
(0) State has unclear, unknown, or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes 
(-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker, or does not allow 

changing the gender marker at all 
 
Option categories and scoring system: 
(0.5)  State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on their birth certificate 
(0)  State only allows individuals to identify as male or female 
 

--- 
 
Alabama 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Alabama Code § 22-9A-19(d) (1992) or Form ADPH-HS-33 

 
Alaska 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Department of Vital Records Gender Change Policy  

 
Arizona 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 36-337 (A)(3) (2006) and Form VS-41 

 
Arkansas 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Ark. Code Ann. §§ 20-18-307, 20-18-304, 20-18-305 (1995) 

  



 
 
 

 

California 
• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5)  State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on their birth certificate 
• See Hlth. and Safety Code, §§ 103425-103445 (2014) and Form VS 24  

 
Colorado 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5)  State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on their birth certificate 
• See H.B. 19-1039 (2019) and Department of Public Health’s Birth Certificate Gender Change 

Information 
 
Connecticut 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5)  State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on their birth certificate 
• See Conn. Gen. Stat. § 7-51 (2012), Public Act 15-132 (2015), and DPH website 

 
Delaware 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows individuals to identify as male or female 
• See Del. Administrative Code Title 16 § 4205 (2017). 

 
District of Columbia 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5)  State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on their birth certificate 
• See D.C. Law 20-37 (2013) or Gender Designation Application (2021).  

 
Florida 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows individuals to identify as male or female 
• See https://www.floridanamechange.org (2018). 

 
Georgia 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Ga. Code Ann. § 31-10-23(e) (2005) 

 
Hawai`i 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows individuals to identify as male or female 
• See Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 338-17.7(a)(4)(B) (2015) 

  



 
 
 

 

Idaho 
• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows individuals to identify as male or female 
• See F.V. v. Jeppesen (August 2020).  
• Recent history: F.V. v. Barron (2018) required Idaho’s Department of Health and Welfare to 

develop and implement a policy for issuing accurate birth certificates. The new policy was (1) 
state issued new birth certificate and did not require surgery or court order (see Idaho Gender 
Change Packet (2018)). However, HB509 (March 2020) changed the state’s policy to (-1) does 
not allow for amending the gender marker on the birth certificate at all. F.V. v. Jeppesen (August 
2020), overturned HB509, reverting to the state’s earlier policy of (1) issuing new birth 
certificates and not requiring surgery or a court order. 

 
Illinois 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order (2017) 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate (2020) 
• See Illinois Vital Records Act (2017) and Illinois Department of Public Health forms 

 
Indiana 

• (-1)  State does not allow for amending the gender marker on the birth certificate at all 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• In Dec 2014, an Indiana court ruled that the state’s existing statute (16-37-2-10(b)) allowed for 

state courts to issue court orders to change the gender marker on a birth certificate (score of 
0.5). This was affirmed again by a later court ruling in 2017. However, appellate court rulings in 
May 2022 and Dec 2022 argued that existing statute does not apply to gender marker changes 
and therefore that state courts have no authority to issue court orders to change gender 
markers on birth certificates. In May 2023, the state Supreme Court declined to hear those 
cases, meaning that state courts cannot change gender markers on birth certificates.  

• See Ind. Code Ann. § 16-37-2-10(b), IN Department of Health FAQ, and NCTE information 
 
Iowa 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Iowa Code Ann. § 144.23(3) (2004) 

 
Kansas 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order (2017) 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See consent judgment in Foster v. Andersen (2019) and Form VS624 on department website, 

including this FAQ on updating the gender on birth certificates 
  



 
 
 

 

Kentucky 
• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 213.121(5) (2005) 

 
Louisiana  

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40:62 (2006) 

 
Maine 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate 
• See Maine Department of Health and Human Services 10-146 CMR ch. 16 (2020) 

 
Maryland 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Md. Code Ann, [Health - Gen.] § 4-214(b)(5) (2006) 

 
Massachusetts 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Mass Gen. Laws Ann. ch. 46, § 13(e) (2006) 

 
Michigan 

• (1) State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate 
• State formerly required proof of sex reassignment surgery in order to change gender marker 

(see Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 333.2831(c) (2006)). In February 2021, the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) formally requested guidance from the state’s Attorney 
General regarding the constitutionality of that requirement. In June 2021, the Attorney General 
issued Opinion 7313, finding that the requirement was unconstitutional. In July 2021, the state 
published a new process allowing for self-attestation with no requirement of medical 
documentation or a court order. See also Sex Designation Form, including “X” options. 

 
Minnesota 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Minn. Stat. Ann. § 144.218 (2006) and Minn. Rules 4601.1100 (2006) 

  



 
 
 

 

Mississippi 
• (0.5) State is unclear regarding surgical/clinical requirements and/or requires a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Miss. Admin. Code 15-5-85:3.21.2 

 
Missouri 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Mo. Ann. Stat. § 193.215(9) (2006) 

 
Montana 

• (-1)  State does not allow for amending the gender marker on the birth certificate at all 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Rule 37.8.311 (Sept 2022), prohibiting any changes to the gender marker.  

o Due to events described below, the state claims it is accepting applications to update 
gender markers on birth certificates, and a Gender Designation Form is currently 
available on the state website. However, given the hostility of the state, it is unknown 
whether such applications will actually be processed or approved, and meanwhile both 
Rule 37.8.311 and SB280 remain on the books in Montana, pending ongoing litigation. 
This map and citation sheet will be updated as events continue to unfold. 

• Recent history:  
o Formerly, state issued new birth certificate and did not require surgery or court order 

(see Rule 37.8.311, 2017 version).  
o In 2021, the state enacted SB280, adding requirements for proof of surgery and a court 

order before updating the birth certificate.  
o In July 2021, a lawsuit was filed against this discriminatory law. 
o In April 2022, a district court issued a preliminary injunction temporarily blocking 

enforcement of the law and ordering the state to its previous 2017 process while the 
court case continued.  

o In May 2022, despite the court order, the state health department issued an 
“emergency order” that prohibits any update to the gender marker on the birth 
certificate under any circumstance, even with proof of surgery and a court order. 

o On Sept 9, 2022, this emergency order was formally adopted as an administrative rule 
(Rule 37.8.311). 

o On Sept 15, 2022, the court again ordered the state to revert to its 2017 process and to 
stop violating the court’s instructions. Hours later, the state responded by saying it 
would continue to enforce its new rule, but the following week the state said it would 
comply with the court order and accept applications for birth certificate updates. A 
Gender Designation Form is now available on the state website, but given the hostility 
of the state, it is unknown whether such applications will actually be processed or 
approved. 

o On Sept 26, 2022, the Montana health department asked the Montana Supreme Court 
to suspend the district court’s order so the health department can resume its rule 
prohibiting any gender marker changes. 



 
 
 

 

o In January 2023, the Montana Supreme Court ruled the state health department should 
have been issuing updates according to the 2017 procedures during the injunction 
period. However, the ruling also stated that the new 2022 administrative rules (banning 
updates under any circumstance) would need to be addressed separately. 

 
Nebraska 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Neb. Rev. Stat. § 71-604.01 (2005) 

 
Nevada 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate 
• See Nev. Admin. Code. Ch. 440, § 130 (2006) 

 
New Hampshire 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See NH RSA 5-C:87 

 
New Jersey 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate 
• See N.J. Stat. Ann. § 26:8-40.12 (2013) and N.J. S478 (2018) 

 
New Mexico 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate 
• See SB 20 (2019). Formerly (-1) required proof of “sex reassignment surgery.” 

 
New York 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate (2020) 
• See NYCCRR Title 10 Section 35.2 (2014) and DOH’s Gender Designation Corrections 

information, “including requests for non-binary gender designations.” See also Form DOH-5305 
(January 2023). 

 
North Carolina 

• (1) State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 130A-118(b)(4), (e) (2005); a 2022 case brought by Lambda Legal resulted 

in a consent judgement through the state must provide accurate birth certificates without 
undergoing surgery.  

  



 
 
 

 

North Dakota 
• (-1)  State does not allow for amending the gender marker on the birth certificate at all 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See HB1297 (2023) banning any sex/gender marker changes to birth certificates, and HB1139 

(2023) requiring birth certificates to include a sex marker and banning the use of any marker 
other than male or female 

• Previously, state allowed changes, but required proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change 
gender marker. See ND Cent. Code §23-02.1-25 (2005), ND Admin. Code §33-04-12-02 (2006),  

 
Ohio 

• (0.5) State is unclear regarding surgical/clinical requirements and/or requires a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate  
• See Ohio Department of Health’s website (2021) and ACLU of Ohio’s FAQ for X option info. See 

also Form 30.0 “Application for Correction of Birth Record” (Aug 2021) to initiate court order. 
• Prior to 2016, state (0.5) updated gender markers with a court order, consistent with state’s 

statutory process for other birth certificate changes. Beginning in 2016, state (-1) refused to 
change gender markers even under court order. This policy was ruled unconstitutional in Ray v. 
McCloud (Dec 2020), and the state announced in April 2021 that it would not challenge the 
ruling. The current policy (0.5) was announced in May 2021. 

 
Oklahoma 

• (-1)  State does not allow for amending the gender marker on the birth certificate at all 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 

o Note: the state issued its first nonbinary marker in Oct 2021, but the state’s Governor 
then issued Executive Order 2021-24 (Nov 2021) to prevent such options.  

• Previously, Oklahoma had unclear, unknown, or unwritten policy regarding gender marker 
changes on birth certificates (0). In Oct 2021, the state’s Department of Health formalized a 
process for these changes (requiring a court order (0.5)) including the option of a nonbinary 
gender marker, all as part of a settlement in a federal lawsuit. In Nov 2021, the state’s Governor 
issued Executive Order 2021-24, not only preventing nonbinary options but also any changes of 
sex/gender markers on birth certificates (-1). 

 
Oregon 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate 
• See HB 2673 (2017) 

 
Pennsylvania 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Pennsylvania Department of Health policy and Birth Certificate Correction Form 

  



 
 
 

 

Rhode Island 
• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate (2019) 
• See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-3-21 (2005) and R.I. Code R. 14 170 001 §§ 35-37 (2004) 

 
South Carolina 

• (0) State has unclear, unknown, or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See NCTE for more information.  

 
South Dakota 

• (0) State has unclear, unknown, or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See S.D. Admin. R. 44:09:05:02, or NCTE for more information.  

 
Tennessee 

• (-1)  State does not allow for amending the gender marker on the birth certificate at all 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Tenn. Code Ann. § 68-3-203(d) (2006) 

 
Texas 

• (0.5) State is unclear regarding surgical/clinical requirements and/or requires a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Form VS-170, TX Health & Safety Code § 192.011, and NCTE for more information 

 
Utah 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate 
• See SB93 (2023), requiring a court order, which can only be granted “if the court determines by 

clear and convincing evidence that” the individual has met a long list of criteria including that 
they have transitioned, and further mentions that the court “shall consider…evidence of medical 
history, care, or treatment related to sex transitioning.”  

• Formerly, state required a court order (0.5) to change the birth certificate, but did not specify 
any medical or other requirements to do so. See Utah Code Ann. § 26-2-11 (2004) 

 
Vermont 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate 
• See H 628 (April 2021, effective July 1, 2022) 
• Formerly, (0.5) state required a court order. See 18 Vt. Stat. § 5112 (2011). 

  



 
 
 

 

Virginia 
• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See SB 657 (2020) 

  
Washington 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0.5) State allows individuals to mark M, F, or X on birth certificate 
• See the Washington Department of Health's policy 

 
West Virginia 

• (1)  State issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Sex Designation Form (May 2022) or West Virginia Department of Health & Human 

Resources “Correcting a Birth Certificate” page 
• Recent history: State clearly allowed for gender updates with a court order (see W. Va. Code § 

16-5-25, § 64-32-12) (MAP score of 0.5), but in June 2020 the State Supreme Court of Appeals 
ruled in In re: G.M. that courts do not have the authority to order state’s Department of Health 
& Human Resources to change the gender marker on a birth certificate, in effect disallowing 
gender marker changes entirely (MAP score of -1). In August 2021, this ruling was appealed by 
the ACLU in Hersom v. Crouch; see also this coverage. In May 2022, the state Department of 
Health & Human Resources issued a new form allowing individuals to update their birth 
certificates (see above), and the court case is now on temporary pause (“in abeyance”) while the 
parties discuss potential settlement.  

 
Wisconsin 

• (-1) State requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Wis. Stat. Ann. § 69.15 (2006) 

 
Wyoming 

• (0.5) State is unclear regarding surgical/clinical requirements and/or requires a court order 
• (0)  State only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See WY Rules and Regulations HLTH VR Ch. 10 s 4(e)(iii) (2004) or NCTE’s state page 

 
  



 
 
 

 

 
U.S. Territories 

 
American Samoa 

• (0) Territory has unclear, unknown, or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes 
• (0)  Territory only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• “The High Court of American Samoa has held that the alteration of a birth certificate is granted 

only to correct information that was erroneous at the time of recordation, or to reflect a name 
change due to adoption.” NCTE reports anecdotal cases of successfully updating gender markers 
on birth certificates, but there is no clear policy for doing so.  

 
Guam 

• (-1) Territory requires proof of “sex reassignment surgery” to change gender marker 
• (0)  Territory only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• “In order to update the gender marker on a birth certificate, the requestor must provide a 

sworn statement from the physician having performed the surgery, thus certifying the sex of the 
requestor has been changed by surgical procedure.” 

 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

• (0.5)  Territory is unclear regarding surgical/clinical requirements and/or requires a court 
order 

• (0)  Territory only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• “In order to change a legal name on a birth certificate, the applicant must provide a court order 

for legal name and gender marker change to the Vital Statistics Office Division of Public Health.” 
 
Puerto Rico 

• (1)  Territory issues new birth certificate and does not require surgery or a court order 
• (0)  Territory only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See Arroyo v. Rosselló (2018) or NCTE for more information. 

 
U.S. Virgin Islands 

• (0) Territory has unclear, unknown, or unwritten policy regarding gender marker changes 
• (0)  Territory only allows residents to identify as male or female 
• See NCTE for more information. 
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RULE 15-901. ACTION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
West's Annotated Code of Maryland

Maryland Rules
Effective: January 1, 2023

(a) Applicability. This Rule applies to actions for change of name other than in connection with an adoption, divorce, or declaration
of gender identity.

(b) Venue.

(1) Change of Name of an Adult. An action for change of name of an adult shall be brought in the county where the adult resides,
carries on a regular business, is employed, habitually engages in a vocation, or was born.

(2) Change of Name of a Minor. An action for change of name of a minor shall be brought by an adult petitioner on behalf of the
minor in the county where the minor resides or where a parent, guardian, or custodian of the minor resides.

(c) Petition.

(1) Contents. An action for change of name shall be commenced by filing a petition captioned “In the Matter of ...” [stating the name
of the individual whose name is sought to be changed] “for change of name to ...” [stating the change of name desired]. The petition
shall be under oath and shall contain the following information:

(A) the name, address, and date and place of birth of the individual whose name is sought to be changed;

(B) a statement as to why venue is appropriate;

(C) whether the individual whose name is sought to be changed has ever been known by any other name and, if so, each name
and the circumstances under which the name was used;

(D) the change of name desired;

(E) all reasons for the requested change;

(F) a certification that the petitioner is not requesting the name change for any illegal or fraudulent purpose;

(G) if the individual whose name is sought to be changed is a minor, (i) a statement explaining why the petitioner believes that the
name change is in the best interest of the minor; (ii) the name and address of each parent and any guardian or custodian of the
minor; (iii) whether each of those persons consents to the name change; (iv) whether the petitioner has reason to believe that any
parent, guardian, or custodian is unfamiliar with the English language and, if so, the language the petitioner reasonably believes
the individual can understand; (v) if the minor is at least ten years old, whether the minor consents to the name change; and (vi) if
the minor is younger than ten years old, whether the minor objects to the name change; and

Committee note: If a petition filed on behalf of a minor contains confidential information pertaining to the minor, the petitioner may
request that the court seal or otherwise limit inspection of a case record as provided in Rule 16-934.

(H) whether the individual whose name is sought to be changed has ever registered or been required to register as a sexual
offender and, if so, each full name, including any suffix, under which the individual was registered and each state where the
registration requirement originated.
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Maryland Rules
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Cross reference: See Code, Criminal Procedure Article, § 11-705, which requires a registered sexual offender whose name has
been changed by order of court to send written notice of the change to each law enforcement unit where the registrant resides or
habitually lives within three days after the order is entered.

(2) Documents to Be Attached to Petition. The petitioner shall attach to the petition:

(A) a copy of a birth certificate or other documentary evidence from which the court can find that the current name of the individual
whose name is sought to be changed is as alleged; and

(B) if the individual whose name is sought to be changed is a minor, (i) the written consent of each parent, guardian, and custodian
of the minor or an explanation why the consent is not attached, and (ii) the written consent of the minor, if the minor is at least ten
years old.

(d) Minors--Notice to Nonconsenting Parent, Guardian, or Custodian.

(1) Generally. Upon the filing of a petition for change of name of a minor, if the written consent of each parent, guardian, and
custodian of the minor was not filed pursuant to subsection (c)(2)(B) of this Rule, the clerk shall sign and issue a Notice in a form
approved by the State Court Administrator that (A) includes the caption of the action, (B) describes the substance of the petition and
the relief sought, and (C) states that any objection to the name change shall be filed no later than 30 days after service of the
petition.

(2) Notice or Advisement in Language Other Than English. If the petition states that a nonconsenting parent, guardian, or custodian
may be unfamiliar with the English language, the clerk also shall either issue the Notice in the language indicated in the petition or, if
the Notice is not available in the indicated language, attach a Multilingual Advisement Form approved by the State Court
Administrator to the Notice that was issued in English.

(3) Documents to Be Served. A copy of the following documents shall be served upon each nonconsenting parent, guardian, or
custodian in the manner provided by Rule 2-121:

(A) the Notice,

(B) the petition,

(C) each attachment to the petition, and

(D) if the petition indicates that the individual to be served is unfamiliar with the English language, either the Notice in the indicated
language or a Multilingual Advisement Form attached to the Notice.

(e) Objection to Petition. Any person may file an objection to the petition. The objection shall be supported by an affidavit that sets
forth the reasons for the objection. The affidavit shall be made on personal knowledge, shall set forth facts that would be admissible
in evidence, and shall show affirmatively that the affiant is competent to testify to the matters stated in the affidavit. The objection and
affidavit shall be served upon the petitioner in accordance with Rule 1-321. The petitioner may file a response within 15 days after
being served with the objection and affidavit. A parent, guardian, or custodian of a minor who does not file an objection within 30
days after being served in accordance with section (d) of this Rule shall be deemed to have consented to the name change of the
minor.

Committee note: Nothing in this Rule is intended to abrogate the right of a person who learns of a requested name change to object
to the name change where there is personal knowledge of an illegal or fraudulent purpose or harm to the rights of others.

(f) Action by Court; Hearing.

(1) Name Change of Adult. The court may hold a hearing or may rule on a petition to change the name of an adult without a hearing
and shall enter an appropriate order, except that the court shall not deny the petition without a hearing. The court may not enter an
order earlier than 30 days after the petition was filed.

Committee note: Although there is no publication or other required notice of a requested name change of an adult, if a person
learns of a requested name change, the 30-day delay in the entry of an order after the petition is filed affords a period of time within
which an objection could be filed.

(2) Name Change of Minor. The court may hold a hearing or may rule on a petition to change the name of a minor without a hearing
and enter an appropriate order if (A) the written consent of the minor, if required, has been filed, and (B) each parent, guardian, and
custodian (i) has filed a written consent pursuant to subsection (c)(2)(B) of this Rule, or (ii) having been served pursuant to section
(d) of this Rule, did not timely file an objection. In all other cases in which a name change of a minor is requested, the court shall hold
a hearing and enter an appropriate order no earlier than 30 days after all nonconsenting parents, guardians, or custodians have
been served in accordance with section (d) of this Rule.

Source: This Rule is derived in part from former Rules BH70 through BH75 and is in part new.

Credits
[Adopted June 5, 1996, eff. Jan. 1, 1997. Amended April 5, 2005, eff. July 1, 2005; June 7, 2011, eff. July 1, 2011; Sept. 30, 2022, eff.
Jan. 1, 2023.]
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RULE 15-902. ACTION FOR JUDICIAL DECLARATION OF GENDER IDENTITY
West's Annotated Code of Maryland

Maryland Rules
Effective: January 1, 2023

(a) Applicability. This Rule applies to actions for judicial declaration of gender identity, with or without a name change.

Committee note: Under certain circumstances, a judicial declaration of gender identity may be necessary to change an individual's
gender designation on a birth certificate or to affirm the individual's gender identity in legal, administrative, and other contexts.

Cross reference: See Rule 16-914 (p) concerning inspection of a case record in an action filed under this Rule. For a change of
name without a judicial declaration of gender identity, see Rule 15-901.

(b) Venue

(1) Declaration of Gender Identity of an Adult. An action for judicial declaration of gender identity shall be brought in the county where
the adult resides, carries on a regular business, is employed, habitually engages in a vocation, or was born.

(2) Declaration of Gender Identity of a Minor. An action for judicial declaration of gender identity of a minor shall be brought by an
adult petitioner on behalf of the minor in the county where the minor resides or where a parent, guardian, or custodian of the minor
resides, or where the minor was born.

(c) Petition.

(1) Contents. An action for judicial declaration of gender identity shall be commenced by filing a petition captioned “In the Matter of
...” [stating the name of the individual for whom the declaration is sought] “for judicial declaration of gender identity as...” [stating the
gender designation desired]. The petition shall be under oath and shall contain the following information:

(A) the name, address, and date and place of birth of the individual for whom the relief requested is sought;

(B) a statement as to why venue is appropriate;

(C) the gender identity declaration desired;

(D) all reasons for the relief requested;

(E) a certification that the petitioner is not requesting the relief for any illegal or fraudulent purpose; and

(F) if the individual for whom the declaration is sought is a minor, (i) a statement explaining why the petitioner believes that the
relief requested is in the best interest of the minor; (ii) the name and address of each parent and any guardian or custodian of the
minor; (iii) whether each of those individuals consents to the relief requested; (iv) whether the petitioner has reason to believe that
any parent, guardian, or custodian is unfamiliar with the English language and, if so, the language the petitioner reasonably
believes the individual can understand; (v) if the minor is at least ten years old, whether the minor consents to the relief requested;
and (vi) if the minor is younger than 10 years old, whether the minor objects to the relief requested.

(2) Change of Name. If the petitioner also requests a name change, the petition shall include the following information:

(A) whether the individual whose name is sought to be changed has ever been known by any other name and, if so, each name
and the circumstances under which the name was used;

 Maryland Code and Court Rules

West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Maryland Rules

Title 15. Other Special Proceedings
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(B) the change of name desired; and

(C) whether the individual whose name is sought to be changed has ever registered or been required to register as a sexual
offender and, if so, each full name, including any suffix, under which the individual was registered and each state where the
registration requirement originated.

Cross reference: See Code, Criminal Procedure Article, § 11-705, which requires a registered sexual offender whose name has been
changed by order of court to send written notice of the change to each law enforcement unit where the registrant resides or habitually
lives within three days after the order is entered.

(3) Documents to Be Attached to the Petition. The petitioner shall attach to the petition:

(A) if the individual for whom relief is sought is a minor, (i) the written consents of each parent, guardian, or custodian of the minor
or an explanation why the consent is not attached, and (ii) the written consent of the minor, if the minor is at least 10 years old;

(B) any documentation in support of the requested declaration of gender identity; and

(C) if the petitioner requests a name change, a copy of a birth certificate or other documentary evidence from which the court can
find that the current name of the person whose name is sought to be changed is as alleged.

(d) Minors--Notice to Nonconsenting Parent, Guardian, or Custodian.

(1) Generally. Upon the filing of a petition under this Rule on behalf of a minor, if the written consent of each parent, guardian, and
custodian of the minor was not filed pursuant to subsection (c)(2)(B) of this Rule, the clerk shall sign and issue a Notice in a form
approved by the State Court Administrator that (A) includes the caption of the action, (B) describes the substance of the petition and
the relief sought, and (C) states that any objection to the relief requested shall be filed no later than 30 days after service of the
petition.

(2) Notice or Advisement in Language Other Than English. If the petition states that a nonconsenting parent, guardian, or custodian
may be unfamiliar with the English language, the clerk also shall either issue the Notice in the language indicated in the petition or, if
the Notice is not available in the indicated language, attach a Multilingual Advisement Form approved by the State Court
Administrator to the Notice that was issued in English.

(3) Documents to Be Served. A copy of the following documents shall be served upon each nonconsenting parent, guardian, or
custodian in the manner provided by Rule 2-121:

(A) the Notice,

(B) the petition,

(C) each attachment to the petition, and

(D) if the petition indicates that the individual to be served is unfamiliar with the English language, either the Notice in the indicated
language or a Multilingual Advisement Form attached to the Notice.

(4) Objection to Petition. A parent, guardian, or custodian of a minor who does not consent to the relief requested may file an
objection no later than 30 days after being served in accordance with subsection (d)(3) of this Rule. The objection shall be supported
by an affidavit that sets forth the reasons for the objection. The affidavit shall be made on personal knowledge, shall set forth facts
that would be admissible in evidence, and shall show affirmatively that the affiant is competent to testify to the matters stated in the
affidavit. The objection and affidavit shall be served upon the petitioner in accordance with Rule 1-321. The petitioner may file a
response within 15 days after being served with the objection and affidavit. A parent, guardian, or custodian of a minor who does not
file an objection within 30 days after being served in accordance with subsection (d)(3) of this Rule shall be deemed to have
consented to the relief requested.

(e) Action by Court; Hearing.

(1) Petition Seeking Declaration of Gender Identity of an Adult. The court may hold a hearing on a petition seeking a declaration of
gender identity of an adult, or may grant the relief requested without a hearing, and shall enter an appropriate order, except that the
court may not deny any of the relief requested without a hearing.

(2) Petition Filed on Behalf of a Minor. The court may hold a hearing or may grant the relief requested on a petition filed on behalf of
a minor without a hearing and enter an appropriate order if (A) the written consent of the minor, if required, has been filed, and (B)
each parent, guardian, and custodian (i) has filed a written consent pursuant to subsection (c)(3)(A) of this Rule, or (ii) having been
served pursuant to subsection (d)(3) of this Rule, did not timely file an objection. In all other cases, the court shall hold a hearing no
earlier than 30 days after all nonconsenting parents, guardians, or custodians have been served in accordance with subsection (d)(3)
of this Rule and enter an appropriate order. To aid the court in evaluating the best interests of the minor, the court may order further
proceedings, which may include a specific issue evaluation using the procedure set forth in Rule 9-205.3. The court may not deny
any of the relief requested without a hearing.

Committee note: Not all individuals identify as cisgender or transgender or on a binary of male or female. See In re K.L., 252
Md.App. 148 (2021), citing Grimm v. Gloucester County School Board, 972 F. 3d 586 (4th Cir. 2020).
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Cross reference: See In re K.L., 252 Md.App. 148 (2021); In re Heilig, 372 Md. 692 (2003); Code, Health General Article, § 4-211;
and Code, Transportation Article, § 12-305.

Source: This Rule is new.

Credits
[Adopted Sept. 30, 2022, eff. Jan 1, 2023.]
MD Rules, Rule 15-902, MD R SPEC P Rule 15-902
Current with amendments received through February 1, 2023. Some sections may be more current, see credits for details.

END OF DOCUMENT



6/2/23, 2:47 PM Section 2-504 - Change of marriage record, Md. Code, Fam. Law § 2-504 | Casetext Search + Citator

https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-maryland/article-family-law/title-2-marriage/subtitle-5-records/section-2-504-change-of-marriage-record#:~:text=Section 2-504 - … 1/4

Statutes, codes, and regulations
Code of Maryland

Subtitle 5 - RECORDS
•••

Md. Code, Fam. Law § 2-504

Download

Current with changes effective on or before 6/1/2023 from the 2023 Legislative Session through
Ch. 672

Section 2-504 - Change of marriage record

(a)
(1) On written request, made under penalty of perjury, of both parties to a marriage, the

clerk for the county that issued the marriage license shall issue a new marriage record in

accordance with this section if the clerk received satisfactory proof that a court of

competent jurisdiction, regardless of location, has issued an order for a change of name for

a party to the marriage.

(2) On the presentation of a death certificate for a party to a marriage, the clerk for the

county that issued the marriage license shall accept a request made under paragraph (1) of

this subsection from the other party to the marriage.

(3) On the presentation of an order of the court instructing a marriage record to be

changed, the clerk for the county that issued the marriage license shall accept a request

under paragraph (1) of this subsection without a written request of both parties.

(b)
(1) A new marriage record issued under this section shall:
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(i) if the original marriage record designates the gender of the parties, including by using

the terms "bride", "groom", "wife", or "husband", designate the parties using gender-

neutral language; and

(ii) if the name of a party to the marriage has been changed at any time, reflect the name

that was most recently established and for which a certified order of change of name or

other appropriate evidence has been submitted to the clerk.

(2) A new marriage record issued under subsection (a) of this section may not:

(i) be marked "amended"; or

(ii) show on its face that a change has been made to:

1. a name of a party; or

2. if applicable, a gender designation.

(c)
(1) If a new marriage record is issued, the clerk shall:

(i) substitute the new electronic marriage record for the existing marriage record then

on file; and

(ii) report and transmit a copy of the new marriage record to the Secretary of Health in

accordance with § 2-503 of this title.

(2) After a marriage record is changed under this section, any certified copy of the marriage

record that is issued shall be a copy of the new marriage record, unless a court of

competent jurisdiction orders the issuance of a copy of the original marriage record.

Md. Code, FL § 2-504

Addded by 2022 Md. Laws, Ch. 540, Sec. 1, eff. 10/1/2022.
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AN ACT Relating to revising the process for individuals to 1
request name changes; and amending RCW 4.24.130.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:3

Sec. 1.  RCW 4.24.130 and 2022 c 141 s 1 are each amended to read 4
as follows:5

(1) Any person desiring a change of the person's name or that of 6
the person's child or ((ward)) of an individual subject to 7
guardianship for whom the person has been appointed as guardian, may 8
apply therefor to the district court of ((the)) any judicial district 9
in ((which the person resides)) the state, by petition setting forth 10
the ((reasons)) desire for such change; thereupon such court in its 11
discretion may order a change of the name and thenceforth the new 12
name shall be in place of the former.13

(2) An offender under the jurisdiction of the department of 14
corrections who applies to change the offender's name under 15
subsection (1) of this section shall submit a copy of the application 16
to the department of corrections not fewer than five days before the 17
entry of an order granting the name change. No offender under the 18
jurisdiction of the department of corrections at the time of 19
application shall be granted an order changing the offender's name if 20
the court finds that doing so will interfere with legitimate 21

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL 5028

Passed Legislature - 2023 Regular Session
State of Washington 68th Legislature 2023 Regular Session
By Senate Law & Justice (originally sponsored by Senators Pedersen, 
Wagoner, Dhingra, Frame, Hunt, Keiser, Kuderer, Liias, Nobles, 
Randall, Saldaña, Shewmake, Stanford, Wellman, and C. Wilson)
READ FIRST TIME 01/20/23.
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penological interests, except that no order shall be denied when the 1
name change is requested for religious or legitimate cultural reasons 2
or in recognition of marriage or dissolution of marriage. An offender 3
under the jurisdiction of the department of corrections who receives 4
an order changing the offender's name shall submit a copy of the 5
order to the department of corrections within five days of the entry 6
of the order. Violation of this subsection is a misdemeanor.7

(3) A sex offender subject to registration under RCW 9A.44.130 8
who applies to change the sex offender's name under subsection (1) of 9
this section shall follow the procedures set forth in RCW 10
9A.44.130(7).11

(4) The district court shall collect the fees authorized by RCW 12
36.18.010 for filing and recording a name change order, and transmit 13
the fee and the order to the county auditor. The court may collect a 14
reasonable fee to cover the cost of transmitting the order to the 15
county auditor. Upon affidavit by the person seeking the name change 16
or a qualified legal service provider that the person is unable to 17
pay the fees due to financial hardship, the court shall waive all 18
fees for filing and recording a name change order and direct the 19
county auditor or recording officer to process the name change order 20
at no expense to the person. The court may not waive the fees if the 21
person has received victim compensation for name change fees. For 22
purposes of this subsection, "qualified legal service provider" means 23
a not-for-profit legal services organization in Washington state 24
whose primary purpose is to provide legal services to low-income 25
clients.26

(5)(a) Name change petitions may be filed and shall be heard in 27
any superior court ((when the)) in the state:28

(i) When a person desiring a change of the person's name ((or 29
that of the person's child or ward is a victim of domestic violence 30
as defined in RCW 7.105.010 and the person seeks to have the name 31
change file sealed due to reasonable fear for the person's safety or 32
that of the person's child or ward)):33

(A) Is an emancipated minor under chapter 13.64 RCW; or34
(B) Has received asylum, refugee, or special immigrant juvenile 35

status; or 36
(ii) If the reason for the person's name change, or the name 37

change of the person's child or of an individual subject to 38
guardianship for whom the person has been appointed as guardian, is:39

p. 2 SSB 5028.SL



(A) Related to gender expression or identity as defined in RCW 1
49.60.040; or2

(B) Due to an experience of or reasonable fear of domestic 3
violence, stalking, unlawful harassment, or coercive control as those 4
terms are defined in RCW 7.105.010.5

(b) When a person for whom a name change is sought is a child 6
named in a proceeding under Title 13 or 74 RCW in which the court has 7
exercised original, exclusive jurisdiction, the juvenile court has 8
jurisdiction to either adjudicate a name change petition or grant 9
concurrent jurisdiction to another court to hear the petition.10

(c) Upon granting the name change, the superior court shall seal 11
the file ((if the court finds that the safety of the person seeking 12
the name change or the person's child or ward warrants sealing the 13
file)) to protect the person's privacy or that of the person's child 14
or of an individual subject to guardianship for whom the person has 15
been appointed as guardian. In all cases filed under this subsection 16
(5), whether or not the name change petition is granted, there shall 17
be no public access to any court record of the name change filing, 18
proceeding, or order, unless the name change is granted but the file 19
is not sealed. The name change file shall not thereafter be open to 20
inspection except: (i) Upon order of the court for good cause shown; 21
or (ii) upon the request of the person whose name change was granted 22
or the person's guardian or representative.23

(d) This subsection (5) does not apply to a person who is subject 24
to the requirements of subsection (2) or (3) of this section.25

Passed by the Senate February 1, 2023.
Passed by the House March 24, 2023.
Approved by the Governor April 6, 2023.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 6, 2023.

--- END ---
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