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HIV Modernization in Nevada
In June 2021 Governor Sisolak signed Senate Bill (SB) 275 into law. This law updates Nevada's

outdated HIV criminalization law to reduce stigma and discrimination against people living with
HIV.

Before SB 275, Nevada law discriminated against and punished people based on HIV-
positive status by:
% Criminalizing possible transmission of HIV more harshly than other diseases, without requiring

specific intent or actual transmission.
% Adding harsher penalties for sex workers[1] living with HIV who knew their HIV-positive status.
% Giving health departments authority wide latitude to confine people living with HIV.
% Allowing for the segregation of prisoners based on HIV status.

SB 275 made big changes to those harmful provisions by:

< Repealing the HIV-specific criminal offense. SB 275 replaced the felony punishment with a
misdemeanor and provides more protections for people with communicable diseases,
including requiring intent to transmit, conduct likely to transmit, and actual transmission, and
adding an affirmative defense.

< Repealing the felony punishment for engaging in sex work after a positive HIV test.

< Repealing the stigmatizing “AIDS” law that allows for confinement of people
living with HIV.

< Repealing the law that allows inmates to be segregated based on HIV
status.

Other important changes to SB 275:
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[1] Unlike other state in the US, sex work is legal and regulated in some Nevada counties. Prior to SB 275, Nevada law
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engaged in liscensed or unliscensed sex work after receiving notice of their disease status have been repealed. @ WWW.PWN-USA.ORG



