(Moderator) Mirian Albert, Staff Attorney, Lawyers for Civil Rights
Mirian Albert joined Lawyers for Civil Rights (LCR) as a Staff Attorney in 2022. Mirian represents clients across a wide range of civil rights cases, including employment, education, and police misconduct matters.
Prior to joining LCR, Mirian represented employees in wage theft and discrimination cases in state and federal courts.
Mirian earned her B.A. from Loyola Marymount University and J.D. from CUNY School of Law, where she served as an editor for the CUNY Law Review. She also served as a student advocate in CUNY’s Human Rights and Gender Justice Clinic, addressing violence against women on behalf of Afro-Colombian communities in Colombia. Mirian is a native Spanish speaker.

















(Panelist) Myraida Melendez, HealthJustice Director, Lawyers for Civil Rights

Myraida Melendez joined Lawyers for Civil Rights (LCR) in 2021. She spearheads LCR’s HealthJustice Project, an innovative medical-legal partnership with Massachusetts General Hospital focusing on addressing the social determinants of health to achieve equitable outcomes. Myraida works across a wide-range of legal areas, including housing, disability, and immigration, to eradicate health disparities in communities of color and immigrant communities.

Previously, Myraida worked in the private sector and represented clients in complex immigration matters, including asylum cases and removal proceedings.

Myraida earned her BA in Criminal Justice, magna cum laude, from the University of North Carolina. She is a graduate of the University of Puerto Rico School of Law, where she served as the president of Inclusión para la Comunidad de Educación Especial (INCED), a pro bono initiative providing free legal support to children with disabilities. Myraida played a key role in INCED’s landmark special education case, Vélez v. Departamento de Educación de Puerto Rico.

Myraida is admitted to practice law in Illinois and Massachusetts. She is fluent in Spanish.




























(Panelist) Amitesh Parikh, Senior Staff Attorney, Immigration Equality

Amitesh Parikh is a Senior Staff Attorney in Immigration Equality’s Pro Bono Program.
Prior to joining Immigration Equality, Amitesh was a Senior Associate at Pu-Folkes Law Group, where he worked on direct representation of clients in affirmative and defensive human rights, family, and business-based immigration applications. As a Senior Associate, he focused his work on waivers of inadmissibility and responses to complex Requests for Evidence. Before working at Pu-Folkes Law Group, he was a Policy Fellow at the National Center for Lesbian Rights where he worked on expanding the definition of sex discrimination and was also a legal fellow at Transparency International USA, where he worked on issues around third-party anti-corruption due diligence.
Amitesh is a graduate of Duke University School of Law and a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin in Government and Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies. He speaks Russian, Hindi, Gujarati, and Urdu.




























(Panelist) Tania Linares Garcia, Senior Litigation Attorney, National Immigrant Justice Center

Tania Linares Garcia is a senior litigation attorney with NIJC’s Federal Litigation Project. Their work is focused on appellate litigation before federal circuit courts and the Board of Immigration Appeals. Through that work, Tania engages in challenges to detention through habeas litigation before district courts across the country. Prior to joining NIJC, Tania worked as a staff attorney at the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, where they focused on removal defense. They earned their J.D., magna cum laude, from Southern Illinois University. While in law school, Tania interned with the ACLU’s Immigrant Rights Project, the Illinois Innocence Project, and NIJC’s LGBT Immigrant Rights Initiative.



































(Panelist) Michael R. Jarecki, Principal Attorney, Jarecki Law Group, LLC

Attorney Michael R. Jarecki practices U.S. Immigration and Nationality Law throughout the United States and with U.S. consular posts worldwide. Michael has been selected as an Illinois Super Lawyer “Rising Star” for immigration from 2012 – 2018, placing Michael among the top 2 ½ percent of up-and-coming attorneys selected. Michael was named one of the Best LGBT Lawyers Under 40, Class of 2012, by the National LGBT Bar Association, an affiliate of the American Bar Association.

Michael is an active member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA), a professional immigration bar of more than 15,000 attorneys and law professors. He currently serves as Chair of the AILA Chicago Chapter.

Due to Michael’s knowledge of the complex and changing area of immigration law, he is a frequent speaker on business and family immigration law with community groups, lawyer peers, students, and news media.



